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Welcome! United Christian Church of Austin is an Open and Affirming congregation, embracing
diversity and affirming the dignity and worth of every person created in God’s image. We welcome into full
membership and participation in the Body of Christ persons of every race, ethnic background, age, gender,
gender expression/identity, sexual orientation, physical or mental ability, social-economic background,
marital status and faith background. We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship,
worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of participation in Christ’s Church.
December 9, 2018

Advent II

10am

Prelude

– WE GATHER IN FAITH –
Welcome

Rev. Nikki Stahl

Call to Worship
One: See, God is sending messengers to prepare the way.
Many: Now there is a voice of one calling out in the wilderness.
One: Now the crooked will be made straight and the rough will be made smooth.
Many: May our love overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight
to help us determine what is right.
One: Unite our voices, Holy One, from the wilds of this world into a clear
message of your hope for all people.
Many: Let us worship God in Spirit and in Truth.
Candle Lighting Song “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
#116, verse 2
O Come, O Wisdom from on high, and order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show, and help us in that way go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
Lighting the Advent Candle of Faith
One: Night and day we tell this story of faith born in a manger.
Many: The people have heard this tale so many times before.
One: We must prepare the way for the youngest messengers to challenge and
inspire us with this good news.
Many: We will listen for the wild voices of youth.
One: We light one candle today to remember that a little child shall lead us.
Candle Lighting Song “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
#116, refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
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– WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD –
The People’s Hope ........................................................................... Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming,
as those of old have sung.
It came, a flow’ret bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,
the Rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
she bore to us a savior,
when half-spent was the night.

God’s Good News .............................................................................. Luke 1:26-38
A Difficult Journey.................................................................................. Luke 2:1-7
* Once the Holy Family settle in the stable, all animals (except sheep!) may come up and gather around them.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see the lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in the dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.
Messengers in the Sky

For Christ is born of Mary
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to all on earth.

.................................................................................... Luke 2:8-14

* Angels, shepherds, and sheep are invited to gather in the middle aisle.

“Angels We Have Heard On High”
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
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The Shepherds See for Themselves .............................................................. Luke 2:15-16
* Angels, shepherds, and sheep go forward to gather with the other animals, already at the stable.

“Away in the Manger”
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,
the stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,
and stay by my cradle ‘till morning is nigh.
Sharing the Good News ................................................................................... Luke 2:17-20
“Go Tell It on the Mountain”
While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.
Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent our salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.
Go, tell it on the mountain
Over the hills and everywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.
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Good News for All the People
* During the 1st verse of the hymn, everyone around the stable will stay seated. During verses 2 & 3, children may
go to the front pews to see the baptism. During the 3rd verse, the DeCleene family and godparents may come up on
the chancel.

“Joy to the World”
Joy to the world!
The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart
Prepare Christ room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven
And nature sing!
Joy to the earth!
The Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ;
While fields and floods,
Rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat
The sounding joy!
Christ rules the world
With truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of
God’s righteousness
And wonders of God’s love
And wonders of God’s love
And wonders, wonders of God’s love!
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THE DEDICATION TO GOD OF

Juliet May DeCleene
Daughter of Kelley and Logan DeCleene
Sister of Mason
Born May 8, 2018
Charlie Pardue and Sandi Leal, Godparents
Pam and Rob Reeder, Kim DeCleene, Mark DeCleene, Grandparents
Bob and Mary Sue Reeder, Pat Johnson, Great-grandparents
Katie and Murphy Prentice, Aunt and Cousin
Presentation of Child
Pastor: Please present your child for dedication.
Parents: We joyfully present Juliet May DeCleene to be dedicated to God in this act
of worship.
Commitment of Family
Pastor: Now In gratitude for the gift of Juliet, you present her in this way to her
Lord. In dependence on God’s grace, will you endeavor, by example and
teaching, to provide her with a home of faith and love: that she may know
throughout her childhood and growth into adulthood the warmth, hope,
and freedom of the Christian faith; that she may welcome life’s beauty, learn
from its pain, and share in its joys; that her love for others may deepen with
knowledge and insight of every kind; that she may discover what is the
breadth and length and height and depth of the love of God, and of Jesus
Christ through whom God has made such love known; that her life may be
open to the grace and purpose of God and to the call of God’s Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord?
Family: We will, with God’s help.
Congregational Affirmation
Pastor: Will you, the people of this community of faith who witness the dedication
of this child, promise your love, support, and care to Juliet and her parents
as they live and grow into the people God has created them to be?
All:
We will, with God’s help!
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Prayer of Dedication
Pastor: Let us pray,
Gracious God, who cares for humanity like a loving parent cares for their
child, accept the gratitude of our hearts for the life of Juliet and also for the
loving concern of her family. We pray now that you would sanctify the
important vows we each have made before you this day.
Uphold Logan and Kelley that they may guide Juliet in the ways of faith,
truth, justice, honor, and righteousness. Bless them with patience, wisdom,
sound judgment, and understanding as they seek to bring up their daughter
in a life of Christian faith.

All:

May they find comfort and joy, happiness and fulfillment in this young one
you have given to them. O God of grace, may each of us who are present
today also provide a foundation of strength, grace and Christian faith to this
family. May we exercise helpfulness and be a source for wisdom and love.
May we all take our duties as Christian brothers and sisters of Juliet
seriously as she grows and seeks the gifts of guidance and friendship we
have to give. Through the life that our Lord—Jesus Christ has bestowed
upon us we pray…
Amen.

Presentation of Cross and Certificate of Dedication
Sending the Children Forth
“Shalom Chaverim” (Peace, friends, till we meet again)
Following the baptism, childcare will be offered in Room 3 and the nursery, and Worship & Wonder
will be offered for K-2nd in Room 1 and older children in Room 2.
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–– WE SHARE OUR PRAYERS ––
Prayers of the People
One: … O God,
All: Hear our prayer.
Including Buck Edwards (Mark Edwards’ father); Bobby Bell (Johna Edwards’ uncle);
Mary Jane Villreal (Edwards’ daughter-in-law’s aunt), Jesse Ojeda, Gemma Montez,
Family of Elvina Mae Johnson, Neil Vanderschaaf; Jim Isenberg (Dennis’ brother);
Dorothy Hammerle. Please send updates to Rev. Nikki Stahl at nikki@uccaustin.org
The Lord’s Prayer, using these or whichever words are closest to your heart
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

–– WE RESPOND IN FAITH ––
We Share the Peace of Christ
Pastor: Peace be with you.
All: And also with you.
Call to Engagement & Sharing Our Gifts
“Away in a Manger”

Musical Offering

by Denton

–– WE SHARE HOLY COMMUNION ––
All are welcome at Christ’s table. Members, guests, first-timers, long-timers, baptized or not, all who
desire to know and share the love of God. We receive communion by intinction, coming forward to take
a bit of bread and dipping it in the cup before returning to our seats.
Note: All bread is gluten-free. Both red wine and white grape juice are offered.
We Give God Thanks & Praise
Communion Music

Rev. Stahl, Linda Laurence deacon

“Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine”

Sharing the Sacrament
Pastor: … let all God’s people say:
All: Thanks be to God! Amen.
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by Paxton

–– WE GO FORTH TO SERVE ––
*Hymn

“Who Would Think That What Was Needed”

#153

*We Are Sent Forth
May God bless you with wonder this Advent.
May you be filled with faith,
Uplifted in love and delighted by the wisdom of children.
May light shine where you least expect it.
Now our worship is ended. Let our service begin. Amen
Postlude

“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”

arr by Livingston

Liturgy written by Rev. Elsa Cook, member of United Christian Church of Austin.
Music License: OneLicense.net License #A722068

Worship Leaders:
Acolyte: Norah Heckler; Advent Candle Lighters: Kyle Spitz and Gabriel Trout; After Church
Clean-Up: Connie Tiffany; Deacons: Linda Laurence, Darrell Laurence, Miguel Flores, Charlie
Jamison; Elder: OPEN; Flowers: Carol Barrett, in honor of their 42nd wedding anniversary; Greeters:
Arlene and Ron Turner; Liturgist: OPEN; Tellers: Mark Edwards and Kenneth Dalley; Sound
Room: The Macks

MAKE YOUR OFFERING VIA TEXT MESSAGE! Initially, just text
512.842.6662 with the amount you’d like to contribute, making sure to include the
dollar sign before the amount, for example: $25. You’ll receive a text back with a link to
register. Once registered, you’ll receive a receipt via email. For future giving, simply
send a text with the amount you wish to give, and it will process automatically.
9

EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS for 12/9/18
COUNCIL ORIENTATION TODAY 2019 Officers and Council Chairs will be meeting for
orientation and to jump start work in 2019. Like council meetings, this is open to
congregation especially if you want to fill a vacant leadership role or serve on a committee.
DECEMBER CHILDREN’S OFFERING We are collecting socks for our homeless
neighbors through our mission center and through the Round Rock Serving Center.
POINSETTIA SALES On sale now for $20 in Fellowship Hall. Proceeds go to fund youth
mission trip. Poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary next Sunday, December 16th. You may
pick up your poinsettia after worship next Sunday or have it delivered by youth and choir
carolers to residents at Pavilion Assisted Living Center. Contact: Meghan Trout,
youth@uccaustin.org
GIFT CARD SALES On sale now in time for the holidays from many retailers! Forms and
online ordering info in Fellowship Hall. A portion of the proceeds will help fund our youth
group’s mission trip. All orders and payment must be in TODAY and cards will be available
for pick up next Sunday, December 16th. Contact: Meghan Trout, youth@uccaustin.org.
MUSIC SUNDAY, 12/16 Don’t miss this special Sunday when you’ll get to sing along with
your favorite Christmas music! Dress rehearsals will be before worship, 12/16, 8:40 AM
Bell Choir, 9:00 AM Adult Choir, and 9:20 AM Children’s Choir.
CAROLING, 12/16 The Youth Group and the Chancel Choir are teaming up to go caroling at
noon at Pavilion Assisted Living Center. We will be delivering poinsettias and Christmas
Cheer! Contact: Meghan Trout, youth@uccaustin.org
CONGREGATIONAL DISCUSSION FOR ADULT FORMATION, 12/16 Arlene
Turner will provide an overview of Adult Faith Formation Classes and a new Small Group
opportunity both being offered starting in January.
ON-GOING THIS WEEK
Breakfast Fellowship, Tuesdays @ 8am, Jim’s Restaurant at Spicewood Springs Rd. and
Hwy 183. For more info, contact Kenneth Dalley, kennethdalley@sbcglobal.net
Spearheads Alcoholics Anonymous, Tuesdays @ 7pm, Rm 6. AA meeting for men
Choir Rehearsal, Wednesdays @ 7:15pm, sanctuary, Rev. Anna, music@uccaustin.org
Bell Rehearsal, Sundays @ 12:00pm, Rm 10, Rev. Anna, music@uccaustin.org
FELLOWSHIP, EDUCATION, AND MISSION GROUPS
Sundays @ 5pm (member homes)
Lyn Brown, don.lyn@sbcglobal.net
th
Book Group, 4 Weds @ 6:30pm
Cherie Hinch, bfocat@yahoo.com
LEADERSHIP MEETINGS
Regular Staff Meeting Tue @ 10am, Room 9
Rev. Nikki Stahl, nikki@uccaustin.org
2019 Council Orientation Today @ 11:30, Room 2 Cherie, bfocat@yahoo.com
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN ADULT FAITH FORMATION

The Narrow Path
Thursdays @ 7- 8:30 PM
New Opportunity to connect with God and with each other on Thursdays from 7—
8:30 pm starting January 10, 2019. This series is a space in which to share concerns,
pray, and embark on spiritual growth through a series of topics. Topics include:
God’s Unconditional Love, My Identity in God, Prayer Obstacles, Keeping Still,
Loving God, Loving Others, Forgiveness, Fruit of the Spirit, and Finding My
Purpose. Topics will be covered in 3- to 6-week intervals. Childcare will be offered if
needed but you must sign up in advance. The first topic will be God’s Unconditional
Love for 3 weeks: January 10, January 17, and January 24. Contact Arlene Turner for
information or sign up at arlene.turner@att.net.
Sunday Morning Adult Faith Formation
Sundays 10 – 11 AM
New Series Starting January 2019: Overview of the Bible
Glance at the development, literature, history and culture of the Bible. Whether new
to the Bible or a scholar, this brief look will hopefully challenge you and stimulate
discussions. January 6 – January 27

WORSHIP SCHEDULE for ADVENT through EPIPHANY
December 16 @ 10am ............. Service of Lessons & Carols, Rev. Anna Humble
December 20 @ 7pm, Thursday ............... Longest Night Service, Arlene Turner
December 23 @ 10am .......................................... Rev. Anna Humble, preaching
December 24 @ 4pm .........................................Christmas Eve, Emily Guerrero
@ 11pm ............................................... Rev. Nikki Stahl, preaching
December 30 @ 10am ............................. Pastor Carl Schwartz-King, preaching
Rainbow Elephant Gift Swap to follow
January 6 @ 9am & 11am ........................................... Rev. Elsa Cook, preaching
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UNITED CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF AUSTIN
A member congregation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) & the United Church of Christ
www.uccaustin.org
church@uccaustin.org
CLERGY & STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
United Christian Church of Austin ...................... 3500 W. Parmer Ln., Austin, TX 78727
tel 512.218.8110 / fax 512.218.8190, weekday office hours: please call first
www.UCCAustin.org and www.facebook.com/UnitedChristian
Rev. Nikki Williams Stahl, associate pastor ............................................... nikki@uccaustin.org
Pastor Carl Schwartz-King, licensed minister ............................................. carl@uccaustin.org
Rev. Anna Humble, minister of music ..................................................... music@uccaustin.org
Emily Guerrero, children’s ministries coordinator ...................................... emily@uccaustin.org
Meghan Trout, youth ministry coordinator ................................................ youth@uccaustin.org
Ann Vanderschaaf, accompanist
GOVERNING BODY CONTACT INFORMATION
Chris McCubbin, council chair ...................................................... councilchair@uccaustin.org
Tony Hunt, vice chair/personnel ........................................................ personnel@uccaustin.org
Laurie Thornhill, secretary .................................................................. secretary@uccaustin.org
Vacant, financial secretary ............................................................... financialsec@uccaustin.org
Dean Jones, treasurer .......................................................................... treasurer@uccaustin.org
Alyssa Naley, clerk/historian...................................................................... clerk@uccaustin.org
Samantha Laurence & Stacey Hackenberg, social justice .................... justice@uccaustin.org
Rebecca Molis, stewardship and finance..................................................finance@uccaustin.org
Jenny Veninga & Arlene Turner, worship ......................................... worship@uccaustin.org
Linda Laurence, deacons ...................................................................... deacons@uccaustin.org
Vacant, Christian education ............................................................. christianed@uccaustin.org
Clark Thompson, elders........................................................................... elders@uccaustin.org
Maddie Hackenberg, fellowship ....................................................... fellowship@uccaustin.org
Jan Keeling & Lynette Alcorn, communications ................. communications@uccaustin.org
Vacant, property .................................................................................. property@uccaustin.org

Go Green! Download this bulletin in PDF format from
www.UCCAustin.org/bulletins
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