
September 27, 2026​  ​ 10:00AM 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost           United Christian Church of Austin 
 

–– GATHERING –– 
 
PRELUDE ​ ​                        Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

(See pages 11-12 for printed announcements.) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                         Kenny Peters, Liturgist 

 
One:​ Listen, people of God! 
All:​ Hear the wonders of our Creator! 

One:​ God split the sea; 
All:​ walls of water towered above. 

One:​ God guided our ancestors in faith: 
All:​ clouds by day, lightning by night.  

One:​ God split open the rock; 
All:​ water flowed like rivers. 

One:​ God split open the heavens and met earth. 
All:​ God meets us still. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                     ​                  “There Are Many Ways of Sharing” 

to the tune of “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  
Red Chalice Hymnal #16 

 
1   There are many ways of sharing,  

But God's Spirit gives each one.​
There are different ways of caring;  
It's one Lord whose work is done.​

 

 



 

God, whose gifts are overflowing,  
May we hear you when you call; 

Keep us serving, keep us growing  
For the common good of all. 

 
2   We've been baptized in the waters!  

We've been given work to do.​
When you call your sons and daughters,  

You give gifts for serving you.​
God, we join in celebration  
of the talents you impart. 

Bless each baptized one's vocation;  
Give each one a servant's heart. 

 
3   All are blest by gifts you give us;  

Some are set apart to lead.​
Give us Jesus' love within us  
As we care for those in need.​

Give us faith to make decisions;  
Give us joy to share your Word. 

Give us unity and vision  
As we serve your church and world. 

 
Text: Copyright © 2004 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

Included in Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor (Upper Room Books, 2009).  
 
CALL TO CONFESSION​ ​                                     Kenny Peters, Liturgist 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, generous giver of life  
and merciful forgiver of sin, 
We admit that we sometimes forget the Hope of Christ. 
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Help us to remember the promises of that hope,  
that you will always love us, 
that you will not hold our sin against us, 
that you will turn us around from what is evil, 
Toward what is good. 
Walk with us in this season, and help us 
To look clearly at our lives and the world, 
That we may embrace all with love. 
Through Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 

– Adapted from Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. 
Used with permission. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE                                                 Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE​ ​     Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 
such as a greeting, handshake, etc. 

One:​ Peace be with you.  
All:​ And also with you. 

 
–– THE WORD –– 

 
OUTREACH COLLECTION                       “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands” 

 
All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect offerings. 
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Words: vv. 1-2, Margaret Cropper © 1979, Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (Admin Hope Publishing Company),  

v. 3, J. Stiles © 2023; Music: Au Clair De La Lune, Traditional French Melody. 
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TIME FOR CHILDREN​ ​ Emily Jamison Guerrero 
 
CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG                                                “We Are the Church” 

Refrain: 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! 

All who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes, we’re the church together! 
 

1   The Church is not a building, the Church is not a steeple. 
The Church is not a resting-place, the Church is a people!   Refrain 

 
2   And when the people gather, there’s singing and there’s praying; 

There’s laughing and there’s crying sometimes, all of it saying:   Refrain 
 

TEXT and MUSIC: Richard K. Avery  and Donald S. Marsh; © 1972 Hope Publishing Company  
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                     Luke 6:32-38 

Kenny Peters, Liturgist 
 
If you love only someone who loves you, will God praise you for that? 
Even sinners love people who love them. If you are kind only to 
someone who is kind to you, will God be pleased with you for that? Even 
sinners are kind to people who are kind to them. If you lend money only 
to someone you think will pay you back, will God be pleased with you 
for that? Even sinners lend to sinners because they think they will get it 
all back. 

But love your enemies and be good to them. Lend without expecting to 
be paid back. Then you will get a great reward, and you will be the true 
children of God in heaven. He is good even to people who are unthankful 
and cruel. Have pity on others, just as your Father has pity on you. 

Don't judge others, and God won't judge you. Don't be hard on others, 
and God won't be hard on you. Forgive others, and God will forgive you. 
If you give to others, you will be given a full amount in return. It will be 
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packed down, shaken together, and spilling over into your lap. The way 
you treat others is the way you will be treated. 

One:​ May we be granted wisdom and courage for interpretation. 
All:​ Amen.  

 
SERMON           “How We Are Is Who We Are”          Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                            “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #614 
 

1   I'm gonna live so God can use me any time and anywhere.​
I'm gonna live so God can use me any time and anywhere. 

2   I'm gonna work so God can use me any time and anywhere.​
I'm gonna work so God can use me any time and anywhere. 

3   I'm gonna pray so God can use me any time and anywhere.​
I'm gonna pray so God can use me any time and anywhere. 

4   I'm gonna sing so God can use me any time and anywhere.​
I'm gonna sing so God can use me any time and anywhere. 

African American Spiritual arranged Bill Thomas 1994  
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
–– PRAYER TIME –– 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER​ ​   Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

As petitions conclude, each will end with: 

One:​ O Lord, 
All:​ hear our prayer.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father/Creator who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your 
kingdom/kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
yours is the kingdom/kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen. 

 
–– OFFERTORY –– 

 
INVITATION TO GIVING 

 
OFFERTORY 

​ We invite you to partner with us in mission and ministries. 
Offering plates will be passed around the Sanctuary at this time.  

 
Alternatively, you may give online at uccaustin.org/give  

or scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites. 
 

It is through your generosity that this exceptional community  
of friendship, faith, and service is possible.  

 
*DOXOLOGY​               “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551, © 1995 Chalice Hymnal 
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–– COMMUNION –– 

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                 Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION​ ​ ​                   Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

 
TABLE BLESSING​ ​ Diane Baker, Deacon 

 
CALL TO THE TABLE​ ​ Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

 
All are now invited to come forward down the center aisle for communion. 

You may open your hands for a piece of bread from the common loaf. 

The deacons hold split chalices that have both RED wine and WHITE grape juice in 
them. Please use what is right for you.   

Alternatively, single-serve communion kits with gluten-free wafers and juice ​
are available in the tray that I will be holding, if that works best for you.  

Please return to your seats by the side aisles. 

A deacon will come around to serve any who remain seated.  

You may also use the time to light a candle of prayer.  

Come now, for the table is ready. 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING​​ Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
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–– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –– 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                  “To What Can the Kingdom of God  

Be Compared?” 
to the tune of “To God Be the Glory” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #72 
 

1   To what can the kingdom of God be compared?​
A mustard seed falls where a field's been prepared,​
And there, where predictable plantings should be, 

There grows up a wild bush — as big as a tree! 
 

God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise:​
Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives.​

Your reign is amazing, your ways still astound, 
Just like that new life springing forth from the ground. 

 

2   A small bit of leaven will change the whole bread:​
A poor woman sees that her neighbors are fed,​
A church reaches out to the youth in the town, 

A man shares his faith and God's blessings abound. 
 

God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise:​
Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives.​

Your reign is among us, creation is blessed, 
When even a few faithful lives change the rest. 

 

3   While some look for treasure or one priceless pearl,​
God's reign is the gift wise ones seek in this world.​

A girl sells possessions to help those in need; 
A boy chooses faithfulness rather than greed. 

 
God of love, here on earth, hidden things still surprise:​

Loving deeds ... signs of birth ... faithful, Spirit-filled lives.​
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Your reign is a treasure that wise ones pursue; 
May we seek your kingdom in all that we do. 

 
Music: William H. Doane, 1875 © 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
*BENEDICTION/SENDING​ ​ Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

One: ​ As our Sunday worship ends,  
ALL:​ Let our service begin! 

 
POSTLUDE​ ​ Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 

____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Welcoming a New Member  ​ ​ Red Chalice Hymnal #341 
 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ,  
we gladly welcome you into this community of faith,  
enfolding you with our love 
and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God's Spirit 
let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ's church may in all things stand faithful. 

 
____________________________________________ 
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–– ANNOUNCEMENTS –– 
 

Please support our Children and Youth Programs!  We need:  

●​ teachers and helpers in Sunday morning’s Godly Play activities for our 
pre-schoolers, young elementary, and older elementary, 

●​ nursery attendants during Sunday worship for children under two, and 

●​ volunteers to assist our youth in upcoming fall activities. 
 

You may sign up at the spreadsheet link in the Friday newsletter, or on the 
bulletin board outside the Children’s Wing.  

Please speak with Emily Jamison Guerrero, director of children’s ministries, or 
Janet Maykus, pastor and interim director of youth ministries, if you have any 
questions about our children and youth programs. 

 
*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
Sunday, September 27 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Period Party (intergenerational event!) 
●​ No evening Youth Group (come to the Period Party!) 

 
Tuesday, September 29 

●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 

 
Thursday, October 1 

●​ 7pm: Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, October 4: Founder's Day and World Communion Sunday 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Young-ish Adults’ BYO Lunch at the Goudeaus’ home 
●​ No Adult Discussion Class 
●​ 5:30-7:30pm: Youth Group Movie Night at the Pierces’ home 
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Tuesday, October 6 

●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 

 
Wednesday, October 7 

●​ 9:30-11am: Wednesday Small Group meeting at the church building 
(Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 

 
Thursday, October 8 

●​ 7pm: Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, October 10 

●​ 10am: Self-Defense Seminar 
 
﻿Sunday, October 11 

●​ 9:30-9:50am: Joyful Noise Rehearsal 
●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ 5:30-7:30pm: Youth Group: Clean and paint the Little Free Pantry 

 
 
 
 

United Christian Church of Austin website: UCCAustin.org 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 

Church Office/Administrator: (737) 230-1029 
Janet Maykus, Pastor and Interim Director of Youth Ministries: (737) 230-1425 

Emily Jamison Guerrero, Director of Children’s Ministries: (737) 230-1029 

P. O. Box 80588 
Austin, TX  78708 
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