
September 13, 2026​  ​ 10:00AM 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost            United Christian Church of Austin 
 

–– GATHERING –– 
 
PRELUDE ​ ​                        Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                           Janet Maykus, Pastor 

(See pages 11-12 for printed announcements.) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                       Jenny Veninga, Liturgist 

 
One:​ Come let us worship God. ​

What shall we bring before the God of eternal vision? 
Many: ​We bring our dreams and our hopes to be fulfilled. 
One: ​ What shall we bring before the God of compassion?  
Many:​ We bring our bodies and spirits - broken and in need of healing. 
One:​ What shall we bring before the God of everlasting love? 
Many: ​We bring our gratitude and possessions. 
One:​ What shall we bring before the God of all good gifts? 
Many: ​We bring ourselves.  

May our offerings be holy and acceptable to God.  
 

–  From Stewardship 1994, a publication of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).   
Used by permission. 

 
*OPENING HYMN                     ​                     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

Black New Century Hymnal #43 
 

1   Love divine, all loves excelling, 
joy of heaven, on earth be found, 

fix in us a humble dwelling, 
all your faithful mercies crown; 

 

 



 

Jesus, you are all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love impart; 

visit us with your salvation, 
enter every trembling heart. 

 
2   Breathe, O breathe your loving Spirit​

into every troubled breast;​
let us all in you inherit,​

let us find your promised rest;​
take away our love of sinning,​

Alpha and Omega be;​
end of faith, as its beginning, 

set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3   Come, almighty to deliver,​
let us all your life receive;​

suddenly return and never,​
nevermore your temples leave.​

You we would be always blessing,​
Love you as your angels love,​

pray and praise for your unfailing, 
Wounded arms outstretched above. 

 
4   Finish then your new creation,​
pure and spotless may we prove;​

let us see your great salvation​
perfectly restored in you;​

changed from glory into glory,​
till in heaven we take our place,​

Crowned as saints, we ever shall be 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
Words: Charles Wesley, 1747; alt. Music: John Zundel, 1855 

© 1995 The New Century Hymnal 
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CALL TO CONFESSION​ ​                                   Jenny Veninga, Liturgist 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, generous giver of life  
and merciful forgiver of sin, 
We admit that we sometimes forget the Hope of Christ. 
Help us to remember the promises of that hope,  
that you will always love us, 
that you will not hold our sin against us, 
that you will turn us around from what is evil, 
Toward what is good. 
Walk with us in this season, and help us 
To look clearly at our lives and the world, 
That we may embrace all with love. 
Through Christ we pray.  Amen. 
 

– Adapted from Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good’. 
Used with permission. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE                                                     Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE​ ​ Janet Maykus, Pastor 

The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 
such as a greeting, handshake, etc. 

One:​ Peace be with you.  
All:​ And also with you. 

 
–– THE WORD –– 

 
OUTREACH COLLECTION                       “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands” 

 
All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect offerings. 
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Words: vv. 1-2, Margaret Cropper © 1979, Stainer & Bell, Ltd. (Admin Hope Publishing Company),  

v. 3, J. Stiles © 2023; Music: Au Clair De La Lune, Traditional French Melody. 
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TIME FOR CHILDREN​ ​ Janet Maykus and Ru 
 
CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG                                                “We Are the Church” 

Refrain: 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! 

All who follow Jesus, all around the world, yes, we’re the church together! 
 

1   The Church is not a building, the Church is not a steeple. 
The Church is not a resting-place, the Church is a people!   Refrain 

 
2   And when the people gather, there’s singing and there’s praying; 

There’s laughing and there’s crying sometimes, all of it saying:   Refrain 
 

TEXT and MUSIC: Richard K. Avery  and Donald S. Marsh; © 1972 Hope Publishing Company  
 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                                                      1 John 4:7-21 

Jenny Veninga, Liturgist 
 
My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences a 
relationship with God. The person who refuses to love doesn’t know the 
first thing about God, because God is love—so you can’t know God if you 
don’t love. This is how God showed God’s love for us: God sent God’s 
only Son into the world so we might live through him. This is the kind of 
love we are talking about—not that we once upon a time loved God, but 
that God loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to clear away our sins 
and the damage they’ve done to our relationship with God. 

My dear, dear friends, if God loved us like this, we certainly ought to love 
each other. No one has seen God, ever. But if we love one another, God 
dwells deeply within us, and God’s love becomes complete in us—perfect 
love! 

This is how we know we’re living steadily and deeply in God, and God in 
us: God’s given us life from God’s life, from God’s very own Spirit. Also, 
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we’ve seen for ourselves and continue to state openly that the Creator 
sent a Son as Savior of the world. Everyone who confesses that Jesus is 
God’s Son participates continuously in an intimate relationship with 
God. We know it so well, we’ve embraced it heart and soul, this love that 
comes from God. 

God is love. When we take up permanent residence in a life of love, we 
live in God and God lives in us. This way, love has the run of the house, 
becomes at home and mature in us, so that we’re free of worry on 
Judgment Day—our standing in the world is identical with Christ’s. 
There is no room in love for fear. Well-formed love banishes fear. Since 
fear is crippling, a fearful life—fear of death, fear of judgment—is one 
not yet fully formed in love. 

We, though, are going to love—love and be loved. First we were loved, 
now we love. God loved us first. 

If anyone boasts, “I love God,” and goes right on hating their brother or 
sister, thinking nothing of it, they are a liar. If they won’t love the person 
they can see, how can they love the God they can’t see? The command 
we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You’ve 
got to love both. 

One:​ May we be granted wisdom and courage for interpretation. 
All:​ Amen.  

 
SERMON                      “It’s All About Love”                     Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                                “Let Me Enter God’s Own Dwelling” 

Black New Century Hymnal #67, vv. 1-3 
 

1   Let me enter God’s own dwelling, open wide the lovely door! 
Here, all earthly powers excelling, God receives the sick and poor. 

Joy, my heart, in this dear place: here I see God face to face. 
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2   I have come to church to meet you: condescend to come to me! 
Anxious, needy, I entreat you, come inside, and welcome be- 

Here at home, within my breast- I, your temple, richly blessed. 
 

3   Make my mind and body holy, sanctify my ears and lips. 
Lift my spirit, poor and lowly, all bright vanities eclipse. 

Take my praise, however flawed, as an offering, worthy God.  
 

Words: Benjamin Schmolck, 1732 Music: Joachim Neander, 1680 
© 1995 The New Century Hymnal 

 
–– PRAYER TIME –– 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER​ ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

As petitions conclude, each will end with: 

One:​ O Lord, 
All:​ hear our prayer.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father/Creator who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your 
kingdom/kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
yours is the kingdom/kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen. 

 
–– OFFERTORY –– 

 
INVITATION TO GIVING 
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OFFERTORY 

​ We invite you to partner with us in mission and ministries. 
Offering plates will be passed around the Sanctuary at this time.  

 
Alternatively, you may give online at uccaustin.org/give  

or scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites. 
 

It is through your generosity that this exceptional community  
of friendship, faith, and service is possible.  

 
*DOXOLOGY​               “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551, © 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
–– COMMUNION –– 

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                     Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION​ ​ ​                       Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
TABLE BLESSING​ ​ George Langan, Deacon 

 
CALL TO THE TABLE​ ​ Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
All are now invited to come forward down the center aisle for communion. 
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You may open your hands for a piece of bread from the common loaf. 
The deacons hold split chalices that have both RED wine and WHITE grape juice in 

them. Please use what is right for you.   
Alternatively, single-serve communion kits with gluten-free wafers and juice ​

are available in the tray that I will be holding, if that works best for you.  
Please return to your seats by the side aisles. 

A deacon will come around to serve any who remain seated.  
You may also use the time to light a candle of prayer.  

Come now, for the table is ready. 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING​​  Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
–– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –– 

 
*SENDING HYMN                                         “Blessed Be the Tie That Binds” 

Black New Century Hymnal #393 

1   Blessed be the tie that binds​
our hearts in Christian love;​
the sharing of a common life​

is like to that above. 

2   Before our God we come​
and pour our ardent prayers;​

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,​
our comforts and our cares. 

3   We share each other's woes,​
Each other's burdens bear.​

And often for each other flows​
a sympathizing tear. 
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4   When we are called to part​
it gives us inward pain,​

But we shall still be joined in heart,​
and hope to meet again. 

Words: John Fawcett, 1782; alt. Music: Johann G. Nageli Adpat. Lowell Mason, 1845 
© 1995 The New Century Hymnal 

 
*BENEDICTION/SENDING​ ​  Janet Maykus, Pastor 

One: ​ As our Sunday worship ends,  
ALL:​ Let our service begin! 

 
POSTLUDE​ ​ Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 

____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Welcoming a New Member  ​ ​ Red Chalice Hymnal #341 
 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ,  
we gladly welcome you into this community of faith,  
enfolding you with our love 
and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God's Spirit 
let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ's church may in all things stand faithful. 

 
____________________________________________ 
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–– ANNOUNCEMENTS –– 
 

Please support our Children and Youth Programs!  We need:  

●​ teachers and helpers in Sunday morning’s Godly Play activities for our 
pre-schoolers, young elementary, and older elementary, 

●​ nursery attendants during Sunday worship for children under two, and 

●​ volunteers to assist our youth in upcoming fall activities. 
 

You may sign up at the spreadsheet link in the Friday newsletter, or on the 
bulletin board outside the Children’s Wing.  

Please speak with Emily Jamison Guerrero, director of children’s ministries, or 
Janet Maykus, pastor and interim director of youth ministries, if you have any 
questions about our children and youth programs. 

 
*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
﻿Sunday, September 13: Stewardship Campaign Kick-Off 

Bring Period Party products! 
●​ 9:15am: Acolyte Training 
●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ 5:30-7:30pm: Youth Group 

 
Tuesday, September 15 

●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ 6:30-8pm: Quarterly Full Council Meeting, in-person at the church 

building 
 
Thursday, September 17 

●​ 7pm: Bell Choir Rehearsal 
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Sunday, September 20 
      Bring Period Party products!  – last Sunday to donate! 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 
●​ 5:30-7:30pm: Youth Group 

 
Tuesday, September 22 

●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ 6:30-8pm: Tuesday Small Group meeting at the Laurences’ home 

 
Wednesday, September 23 

●​ 9:30-11am: Wednesday Small Group meeting only on Zoom (Zoom Link 
in Friday’s Newsletter) 

●​ 6:30pm: Wednesday Evening Book Group 
 
Thursday, September 24 

●​ 7pm: Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, September 25 

●​ 7pm: Friday Game Night 
 
Sunday, September 27 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Period Party (intergenerational event) 
●​ No evening Youth Group (come to the Period Party!) 

 
United Christian Church of Austin website: UCCAustin.org 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 

Church Office/Administrator: (737) 230-1029 
Janet Maykus, Pastor and Interim Director of Youth Ministries: (737) 230-1425 

Emily Jamison Guerrero, Director of Children’s Ministries: (737) 230-1029 

P. O. Box 80588 
Austin, TX  78708 
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