
June 28, 2026​  ​ 10:00AM 
Vacation Bible School Celebration      United Christian Church of Austin 
  

–– GATHERING –– 
 
PRELUDE ​ ​                        Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                           Janet Maykus, Pastor 

(See pages 11-12 for printed announcements.) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                  Cherish Allison-Johnson, Liturgist 

 
One:​ Dear God, when we lose faith and feel afraid 
All:​ Give us the courage to do things that are difficult. 
One:​ When we feel exhausted and want to give up 
All:​ Remind us that we are not alone. 
One:​ If something isn’t working 
All:​ Help us to be brave enough to try it a different way. 
One:​ Help us understand that there is enough for everyone 
All:​ If we share what we have. 
One:​ Teach us how to lead with love 
All:​ And show us ways we can care for one another.  Amen. 

 
*OPENING HYMN          “Down in My Heart (I’ve Got the Joy, Joy, Joy)” 

 
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart  [Where?] 

Down in my heart!  [Where?]  Down in my heart!!! 
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart  [Where?] 

Down in my heart to stay! 

 

 



 

[Refrain]  And I’m so happy, so very happy 
I have the love of Jesus in my heart [Down in my heart]. 

Yes! I’m so happy, so very happy. 
I have the love of Jesus in my heart. 

  
I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus down in my heart  [Where?] 

Down in my heart!  [Where?]  Down in my heart!!!   
I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus down in my heart  [Where?]   

Down in my heart to stay!   [Refrain] 
 

I’ve got the wonderful love of my blessed Redeemer  
way down in the depths of my heart  [Where?]   

Down in the depths of my heart  [Where?]    
Down in the depths of my heart!  

I’ve got the wonderful love of my blessed Redeemer  
way down in the depths of my heart  [Where?]   

Down in the depths of my heart to stay!   [Refrain] 
 

TEXT: George W. Cooke; MUSIC: African-American Traditional, Public Domain 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION​ ​              Cherish Allison-Johnson, Liturgist 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious God our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too 
deep to undo. We look at a world undone by strife, torn by violence, and 
separated by hatred. Yet you call us to walk the way of peace. Forgive us, 
Holy One, for refusing to follow you on this path because the cost is too 
high, the direction confusing, and the conditions harsh. Forgive us our 
complacency. Grant us clear vision to see your light, and give us 
endurance to follow behind you. In the power of your Spirit we pray. 
Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE                                                                               Kyei Ko  
                                                                                      Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

 
* Asterisk signifies the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.​  
Bolded text indicates spoken or sung by the congregation. ​ 2 

 



 

PASSING OF THE PEACE​ ​  Kyei Ko 
                                                                                      Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

 
The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 

such as a greeting, handshake, etc. 
 

One:​ Peace be with you.  
All:​ And also with you. 

 
–– THE WORD –– 

 
OUTREACH COLLECTION             “This Little Light of Mine/This Joy” 

 
All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect offerings. 

 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine  (x3) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

Hide it under a bushel? No! I’m gonna let it shine  (x3) 
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

 
Don’t let anyone [blow] it out! I’m gonna let it shine  (x3) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 
 

This joy that I have, the world didn’t give it to me  (x3) 
The world didn’t give it, and the world can’t take it away! 

 
VBS PRESENTATION:  STEM Trek​ Kyei Ko 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries 
Introduction 
 

Song: Boldly Go 

[Refrain]  Boldly go, boldly learn, 
Watch the wheels of wonder turn! 

Questions guide us on our way, 
Discovering something new each day. 
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Boldly go, boldly learn, 
Every day there's more to learn! 

Build with kindness, grow with care, 
Share the gifts that we can share! 

 
1.  We are made to dream and make, 

To build and wonder and create, 
Every person has a part, 

Imagination, mind, and heart. [Refrain] 
 

Words and Music by Julie Stiles, composed on the occasion of the STEM Trek VBS ​
at United Christian Church of Austin, June 2026. © 2026 

 
Reflection Day 1: Created with Purpose (Genesis 1) 
 

Drama Presentation: Creation Story 
 
Reflection Day 2: Wise and Foolish Builders (Matthew 7:24-27) 
 

Song: The Wise One Built Their House Upon the Rock 
 

1   The wise one built their house 
upon the rock  (3x) 

And the rains came tumbling down! 
OH! 

The rains came down, and the floods 
came up  (3x) 

...And the house on the rock stood firm. 

2   The foolish one built their house 
upon the sand  (3x) 

And the rains came tumbling down! 
OH! 

The rains came down, and the floods 
came up  (3x) 

...And the house on the sand went 
splat! 

3   So build your life on the love that 
Jesus brings  (3x) 

Sharing Jesus’ love all around!  OH!! 

We grow in love as we share God's 
love  (3x) 

So build your life on the love that  
Jesus brings! 

 
* Asterisk signifies the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.​  
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Reflection Day 3: Parable of the Sower and Seeds (Matthew 13:1-13) 
 

Drama Presentation: Sower and Seeds 
 

Song: Boldly Go, v. 3 
[Refrain]  Boldly go, boldly learn, 

Watch the wheels of wonder turn! 
Questions guide us on our way, 

Discovering something new each day. 
 

Boldly go, boldly learn, 
Every day there's more to learn! 

Build with kindness, grow with care, 
Share the gifts that we can share! 

 
Day 3 – Sower 

Like a seed beneath the ground, 
Growth can happen all around, 

With some nurture, time, and care, 
Life is blooming everywhere.   [Refrain] 

 
Words and Music by Julie Stiles, composed on the occasion of the STEM Trek VBS ​

at United Christian Church of Austin, June 2026. © 2026 

 
Reflection Day 4:  The Pentecost (Acts 2) 
 

Song: Siyahamba 

[Refrain]  Siyahamba, ekukanyen' 
kwenkos', 
Siyahamba ekukanyen' kwenkos'. 
(repeat)  
Siyahamba, siyahamba, oh, 
Siyahamba ekukanyen' kwenkos'. 
(repeat)  
 

1   We are walking in the light of 
God. 
We are walking in the light of God. 
(repeat) 
We are walking, we are marching, 
ooh, 
We are walking in the light of God. 
(repeat)   [Refrain] 
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2   We are marching in the light of 
God. 
We are marching in the light of 
God. (repeat) 
We are marching, we are 
marching, ooh, 
We are marching in the light of 
God. (repeat)   [Refrain] 
 

3   Caminando en la luz de Dios, 
Caminando en la luz de Dios. 
(repeat) 
Caminando, vamos caminando, 
Caminando en la luz de Dios. 
(repeat)   [Refrain] 

Words: Barber L. Waters, Music: Kenneth E. White. 
© 1982 Barber L. Waters and Kenneth E. White 

©1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
Reflection Day 5: Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20)  
 

Drama Presentation: Be Builders 
 

Song: Boldly Go, v. 5 

[Refrain]  Boldly go, boldly learn, 
Watch the wheels of wonder turn! 

Questions guide us on our way, 
Discovering something new each day. 

 

Boldly go, boldly learn, 
Every day there's more to learn! 

Build with kindness, grow with care, 
Share the gifts that we can share! 

 
Day 5 – Great Commission 

We love to go out in the land 
To find out where we can lend a hand 

Sharing love and kindness, too, 
Here’s some joy from me to you!   [Refrain] 

 
Words and Music by Julie Stiles, composed on the occasion of the STEM Trek VBS ​

at United Christian Church of Austin, June 2026. © 2026 

 
Celebrations and Thank-Yous 
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CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG                                          “All God’s Children” 
 

All God’s children, marching along, 
Marching along, marching along! 

Oh! All God’s children, marching along 
Talking about the welcome day! 

 
All God’s children, skipping along… 

 
–– PRAYER TIME –– 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER​ ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

As petitions conclude, each will end with: 

One:​ O Lord, 
All:​ hear our prayer.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father/Creator who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your 
kingdom/kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
yours is the kingdom/kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen. 

 
–– OFFERTORY –– 

 
INVITATION TO GIVING​ ​  
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OFFERTORY 

​ We invite you to partner with us in mission and ministries. 
Offering plates will be passed around the Sanctuary at this time.  

 
Alternatively, you may give online at uccaustin.org/give  

or scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites. 
 

It is through your generosity that this exceptional community  
of friendship, faith, and service is possible.  

 
*DOXOLOGY​               “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551, © 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
–– COMMUNION –– 

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                     Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION​ ​ ​                       Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
TABLE BLESSING​ ​ Joy Borjes, Deacon 
 
CALL TO THE TABLE​ ​ Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
All are now invited to come forward down the center aisle for communion. 
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You may open your hands for a piece of bread from the common loaf. 
The deacons hold split chalices that have both RED wine and WHITE grape juice in 

them. Please use what is right for you.   
Alternatively, single-serve communion kits with gluten-free wafers and juice ​

are available in the tray that I will be holding, if that works best for you.  
Please return to your seats by the side aisles. 

A deacon will come around to serve any who remain seated.  
You may also use the time to light a candle of prayer.  

Come now, for the table is ready. 
 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING​​  Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
–– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –– 

 
*SENDING HYMN                                                “God’s Got the Whole World” 
 

God’s got the whole world in God's hands, 
God’s got the whole world in God's hands, 
God’s got the whole world in God's hands,  
God's got the whole world in God's hands! 

 
God’s got the mountains and the oceans 

In God's hands (x3) 
God's got the whole world in God's hands! 

 
God’s got the tiny little baby 

In God's hands (x3) 
God's got the whole world in God's hands! 

 
God’s got everyone in Texas 

In God's hands (x3) 
God's got the whole world in God's hands! 
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*BENEDICTION/SENDING​ ​  Kyei Ko 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries 

 
One: ​ As our Sunday worship ends,  
ALL:​ Let our service begin! 

 
POSTLUDE​ ​ Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 

____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Welcoming a New Member  ​ ​ Red Chalice Hymnal #341 
 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ,  
we gladly welcome you into this community of faith,  
enfolding you with our love 
and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God's Spirit 
let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ's church may in all things stand faithful. 

 
____________________________________________ 
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–– ANNOUNCEMENTS –– 
 

Please support our Children and Youth Programs!  We need:  

●​ teachers and helpers in Sunday morning’s Godly Play activities for our 
children 

●​ nursery attendants during Sunday worship for children under 2 
●​ volunteers to assist our youth in upcoming summer activities 

 
You may sign up at the spreadsheet link in the Friday newsletter.  

Please speak with Kyei Ko, director of children and youth ministries, if you have 
any questions about our children and youth programs. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

Sunday, June 28 
●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (Zoom link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Caregiver Support Group 

 

Tuesday, June 30 
●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom link in Friday newsletter) 

 
Wednesday, July 1 

●​ 9:30-11am: Wednesday Small Group meeting at church building (Zoom 
link in Friday newsletter) 

 
Sunday, July 5 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (Zoom link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 

 
Tuesday, July 7 

●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom link in Friday newsletter) 
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Saturday, July 11 

●​ 10am-1pm: Brainstorming future Christian Education ideas for UCC. ﻿​
﻿All welcome; lunch provided. 

 
Sunday, July 12 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (Zoom link in Friday newsletter) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

United Christian Church of Austin website: UCCAustin.org 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 

Church Office/Administrator: (737) 230-1029 
Janet Maykus, Pastor: (737) 230-1425 

Kyei Ko, Director of Children & Youth Ministries: (737) 230-1711 

P. O. Box 80588 
Austin, TX  78708 
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