
October 4, 2026​  ​ 10:00AM 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost           United Christian Church of Austin 
 

–– GATHERING –– 
 
PRELUDE ​ ​                        Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

(See pages 10-11 for printed announcements.) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                          Lavender Tomlinson, Liturgist 

 
One:​ The heavens shout out the glory of God! 

All:​ The universe declares God’s work! 

One:​ We hear no voice or speech. 

All:​ Yet the word is heard in all the earth! 

One:​ The word of the Lord reaches to the end of the world! 

All:​ Thanks and praise be to our God!  

 
*OPENING HYMN                     ​                                                                    “O God of Vision” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #288, vv. 1-4 
 

1   O God of vision far greater than all human scheming,​
Gather us now in Your presence, refreshing, redeeming.​

Show us anew—Life in Your breath-taking view, 
Lovely beyond all our dreaming. 

 

 

 



 

2   Pour out Your Spirit on all now assembled before You.​
May our diversity here be a means to adore You.​

Women and men—Young, old and youthful again, 
Make us as one, we implore You. 

 
3   Grant to us insight, O God, for this time of decision.​

May we dream challenging dreams of both depth and precision.​
Speak through the dark—Dispel by lightning’s bright spark 

Whatever clouds dim our vision. 
 

4   Break the sun’s rays into color, a rainbow around us.​
Storm clouds, though real and near, are not enough to confound us.​

Arched in the sky—Beauty and promise are high, 
Giving us hope to astound us. 

 
Words: Jane Parker Huber, 1981 Music: Erneuerten Gesangbuch, 1665 

© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION​ ​                      Lavender Tomlinson, Liturgist 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy One, keeper of all our ancestors, look at our brokenness. 
We know that in all creation only the human family 
has strayed from your Sacred Way. We know that we are divided, 
and we are the ones who must come back together 
to walk in the Sacred Way. O God, Sacred One, 
teach us love, compassion, and honor, 
that we may heal the earth and each other. 

– from the Ojibway People of Canada 

 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE                                                 Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE​ ​     Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 
such as a greeting, handshake, etc. 

One:​ Peace be with you.  
All:​ And also with you. 

 
–– THE WORD –– 

 
OUTREACH COLLECTION                                         “Halle-, Halle-, Hallelujah” 

 
All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect offerings. 

 
Halle-, Halle-, Hallelujah, 
Halle-, Halle-, Hallelujah, 
Halle-, Halle-, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
 

Jesus broke the bread and poured the wine, 
Divided fish among them 5,000 times! 

So bless our meal again, God, and send your love divine! 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  

 
Caribbean Trad. Public Domain. Second verse by A. Kreisle. Used by Permission. 

 
TIME FOR CHILDREN​ ​ Emily Jamison Guerrero 
 
CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG                                                                       “Sing Amen” 

 
Sing “Amen, amen! 

Go in peace, shalom! 
May the love of Christ be in your heart today!” 
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Sing “Amen, amen! 

Go in peace, shalom! 
Be the light of God as you go on your way.” 

 
Text and Music by Emily Jamison Guerrero, all rights reserved, used by permission. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                                        Matthew 14:13-18 
Lavender Tomlinson, Liturgist 

 
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately 
to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot 
from the towns.  

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them 
and healed their sick.  

As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a 
remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so 
they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”  

Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something 
to eat.”  

“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.  

“Bring them here to me,” he said.  

One:​ May we be granted wisdom and courage for interpretation. 
All:​ Amen.  

 

SERMON                      “Being in Chains for Christ: What Does It Mean?” 
Rev. Rhina Ramos 

 
 

* Asterisk signifies the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.​  
Bolded text indicates spoken or sung by the congregation. ​ 4 

 



 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                                                  “Break Thou the Bread of Life” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #321 
 

1   Break thou the bread of life, 
dear Lord, to me, 

as thou didst break the loaves 
beside the sea; 

beyond the sacred page 
I seek thee, Lord, 

my spirit pants for thee, 
O living Word. 

 
2   Bless thou the truth, dear Lord,​

to me, to me,​
as thou didst bless the bread​

by Galilee;​
then shall all bondage cease,​

all fetters fall;​
and I shall find my peace,​

my all in all. 
 

3   O send thy Spirit, Lord,​
now unto me,​

touch thou my longing eyes​
that I may see;​

give me to eat and live​
with thee above;​

teach me to love thy truth,​
for thou art love.​

​
Words: St, 1,2, Mary A. Lathbury, 1877; st. 3, Alexander Groves, 1913, alt.  

Music: William F. Sherwin, 1877 © 1995 Chalice Hymnal 
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–– PRAYER TIME –– 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER​ ​   Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

As petitions conclude, each will end with: 

One:​ O Lord, 
All:​ hear our prayer.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father/Creator who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your 
kingdom/kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive 
our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
yours is the kingdom/kin-dom, the power, and the glory forever.   
Amen. 

 
–– OFFERTORY –– 

 
INVITATION TO GIVING 

 
OFFERTORY 

​ We invite you to partner with us in mission and ministries. 
Offering plates will be passed around the Sanctuary at this time.  

 
Alternatively, you may give online at uccaustin.org/give  

or scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites. 
 

It is through your generosity that this exceptional community  
of friendship, faith, and service is possible.  
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*DOXOLOGY​               “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551, © 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
–– COMMUNION –– 

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                 Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION​ ​ ​                   Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

 
TABLE BLESSING​ ​ Carol Barrett, Deacon 

 
CALL TO THE TABLE​ ​ Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

 
On this day, people are invited to go to the fellowship hall to choose the bread(s) ​

they want for their communion element.  

Once they have their bread, they will go to a deacon and dip their piece in the cup.  

Then people should form a circle around the fellowship hall.  

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING​​ Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
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–– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –– 

 
*BENEDICTION/SENDING​ ​ Rev. Rhina Ramos 

One: ​ As our Sunday worship ends,  
ALL:​ Let our service begin! 

 
POSTLUDE​ ​ Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 

____________________________________________ 
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Welcoming a New Member  ​ ​ Red Chalice Hymnal #341 
 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ,  
we gladly welcome you into this community of faith,  
enfolding you with our love 
and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God's Spirit 
let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ's church may in all things stand faithful. 

 
____________________________________________ 
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–– ANNOUNCEMENTS –– 
 

Please support our Children and Youth Programs!  We need:  

●​ teachers and helpers in Sunday morning’s Godly Play activities for our 
pre-schoolers, young elementary, and older elementary, 

●​ nursery attendants during Sunday worship for children under two, and 

●​ volunteers to assist our youth in upcoming fall activities. 
 

You may sign up at the spreadsheet link in the Friday newsletter, or on the 
bulletin board outside the Children’s Wing.  

Please speak with Emily Jamison Guerrero, director of children’s ministries, or 
Janet Maykus, pastor and interim director of youth ministries, if you have any 
questions about our children and youth programs. 

 
*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
Sunday, October 4: Founder's Day and World Communion Sunday 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Young-ish Adults’ BYO Lunch at the Goudeaus’ home 
●​ No Adult Discussion Class 
●​ 5:30pm: Youth Group Movie Night at the Pierces’ home, with taco 

pile-up 
 
Tuesday, October 6 

●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 

 
Wednesday, October 7 

●​ 9:30-11am: Wednesday Small Group meeting at the church building 
(Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
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Thursday, October 8 
●​ 7pm: Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 
Saturday, October 10 

●​ 10am: Self-Defense Seminar 
 
﻿Sunday, October 11 

●​ 9:30-9:50am: Joyful Noise Rehearsal 
●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ 5:30-7:30pm: Youth Group: Clean and paint the Little Free Pantry 

 
Tuesday, October 13 

●​ 8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ 6:30-8pm: Tuesday Small Group meeting at the Laurences' home 

 
Thursday, October 15 

●​ 7pm: Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 
Saturday, October 17 

●​ 10am: Blessing of the Animals 
 
Sunday, October 18 

●​ 9:30am: Joyful Noise Rehearsal  
●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube Link in Friday’s Newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 
●​ 5:30-7:30pm: Youth Group: Trunk or Treat Prep 

 

United Christian Church of Austin website: UCCAustin.org 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 

Church Office/Administrator: (737) 230-1029 
Janet Maykus, Pastor and Interim Director of Youth Ministries: (737) 230-1425 

Emily Jamison Guerrero, Director of Children’s Ministries: (737) 230-1029 

P. O. Box 80588 
Austin, TX  78708 
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