
January 4, 2026​  ​ 10:00AM 
                                                                United Christian Church of Austin 
 

–– GATHERING –– 
 
PRELUDE​ ​   Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                        Janet Maykus, Pastor 

(See pages 10-11 for printed announcements.) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                  ​                  Cam Allison-Johnson, Liturgist 

 
One:​ Before the foundation of the world, 

All:​ God destined us for love. 

One:​ Through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

All:​ God adopted us into her own family. 

One:​ From the farthest edges of the earth, 

All:​ God shepherds their family home. 

One:​ The Word and the Light are with us always,  

All:​ Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

*OPENING HYMN​ “Joy to the World” 
Red Chalice Hymnal #143 

 
1   Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

 



 

2   Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3   He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love.​
 

Words: Isaac Watts, 1719. Music: ANTIOCH, attr. George Frederick Handel, 1741; arr. Lowell Mason, 1748.  
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION​  Cam Allison-Johnson, Liturgist 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
Loving God, we confess our sins against you and one another, and 
pray that you will fill us with your light, that we may live our lives as 
true disciples in your name, without counting the cost. ​
In the name of Christ, the one who showed us the way, we pray. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE                                                  Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE​ ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 

such as a greeting, handshake, etc. 
 

One:​ Peace be with you.  
All:​ And also with you. 
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​ –– THE WORD –– 
 
OUTREACH COLLECTION        “Come, Celebrate, Come and Prepare” 
 

All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect offerings. 
 

 
 

Words and Music: Tom Mitchell  ©2013 All rights reserved 

 
TIME FOR CHILDREN​              ​ Kyei Ko 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries 
 
CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG                          “Come, O Jesus, Come!”  

 
Come, O Jesus, Come! 
Come, O Jesus, Come! 
Come, O Jesus, Come! 

Come, O Jesus, Come!  (2x) 
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SCRIPTURE READING​ ​ ​ John 1:1-18 
​ Cam Allison-Johnson, Liturgist 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 

He was in the beginning with God. 

All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 

He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. 

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the 
world did not know him. 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 
become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the 
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
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The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. 

No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the 
Father's heart, who has made him known. 

One:​ May we be granted wisdom and courage for interpretation. 
All:​ Amen.  

 
SERMON                        “Word and Light”                      Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
HYMN OF RESPONSE             “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  

Black New Century Hymnal #23 
 

1   There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea; 
there’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

There’s no place where earthly sorrows are more felt than in God’s heaven; 
there’s no place where earthly failings have such kindly judgment given. 

 
2   For the love of God is broader than the measures of our minds; 

and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s word; 
And our lives would show thanksgiving for the goodness of our God. 

 
Words: Frederick William Faber, 1854; alt.  

Music: IN BABILONE Dutch melody Arr. Julius Rontgen, 1906 
© 1995 The New Century Hymnal 

 
–– PRAYER TIME –– 

PASTORAL PRAYER​        ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

As petitions conclude, each will end with: 

One:​ O Lord, 
All:​ hear our prayer.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
Our Father/Creator who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your 
kingdom/kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom/kin-dom, the 
power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
–– OFFERTORY –– 

 
INVITATION TO GIVING​ ​
​ ​  
OFFERTORY                                     ​ ​  

​ We invite you to partner with us in mission and ministries. 
Offering plates will be passed around the Sanctuary at this time.  

 

Alternatively, you may give online at uccaustin.org/give  
or scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites. 

 

It is through your generosity that this exceptional community  
of friendship, faith, and service is possible.  

 
*DOXOLOGY​             “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 
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–– COMMUNION –– 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE             Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION​ ​ ​                Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
TABLE BLESSING​ ​ Carol Barrett, Deacon 
 
CALL TO THE TABLE​  ​     Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
All are now invited to come forward down the center aisle for communion. 

You may open your hands for a piece of bread from the common loaf. 
The deacons hold split chalices that have both RED wine and WHITE grape juice 

in them. Please use what is right for you.   
Alternatively, single-serve communion kits with gluten-free wafers and juice ​

are available in the tray that I will be holding, if that works best for you.  
Please return to your seats by the side aisles. 

A deacon will come around to serve any who remain seated.  
You may also use the time to light a candle of prayer.  

Come now, for the table is ready. 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING            ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 

–– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –– 
 
*SENDING HYMN                                 “Come, Thou Almighty King” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #27, vv. 1-3 
 

1   Come, thou almighty King,​
help us thy name to sing;​

help us to praise:​
one God, all-glorious,​
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o'er all victorious,​
come and reign over us,​

ancient of days. 
 

2   Come, thou incarnate Word,​
gird on thy mighty sword,​

our prayer attend;​
come, and thy people bless,​
and give thy word success;​

Spirit of holiness,​
on us descend. 

 
3   Come, holy Comforter,​
thy sacred witness bear​

in this glad hour!​
Thou, who almighty art,​
now rule in every heart,​

and ne'er from us depart,​
Spirit of power. 

 
Words: Anonymous, c. 1760 Music: Felice de Giardini, 1769; desc. Charles H. Webb 

© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
*BENEDICTION/SENDING​ ​  Janet Maykus, Pastor 

One: ​ As our Sunday worship ends,  
ALL:​ Let our service begin! 

 
POSTLUDE​ ​ Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 
 

____________________________________________ 
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Welcoming a New Member  ​ ​ Red Chalice Hymnal #341 
 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ,  
we gladly welcome you into this community of faith,  
enfolding you with our love 
and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God's Spirit 
let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ's church may in all things stand faithful. 

 
____________________________________________ 
​  
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–– ANNOUNCEMENTS –– 
 
We have a new P. O. box!   

Please send all correspondence to: 

﻿United Christian Church 
P. O. Box 80588 
Austin, TX  78708 

 

We invite you to participate in supporting our Youth Group’s Sunday 
evening gatherings this spring. Watch this space for more information 
about volunteering to provide dinner and to help facilitate activities! 

Please talk to Kyei Ko, director of children and youth ministries, if you have 
questions. 

 
*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 

Sunday, January 4 
●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 

No Youth Group (resumes January 11) 
 
Tuesday, January 6 

●​ ﻿8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group  (Zoom link in Friday newsletter)  

 
Wednesday, January 7 

●​ 9:30-11am: Wednesday Small Group meeting at the church building 
 
Friday, January 9 

●​ 9:30am: Not Ready for Prime Time Book Group  (Zoom link in Friday 
newsletter)  
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Sunday, January 11 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Community Discovery Group Meeting 
●​ 5-7pm: Youth Group resumes 

 
Tuesday, January 13 

●​ ﻿8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group  (Zoom link in Friday newsletter)  

 
Sunday, January 18 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 
●​ After Worship: Deacon Training 
●​ 5-7pm: Youth Group 

 
 
 

United Christian Church of Austin website: UCCAustin.org 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 
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