
January 18, 2026​  ​ 10:00AM 
                                                                United Christian Church of Austin 
 

–– GATHERING –– 
 
PRELUDE​ ​   Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                        Janet Maykus, Pastor 

(See pages 11-12 for printed announcements.) 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                       ​                    Lynette Alcorn, Liturgist 

 
One:​ Sisters and brothers, rejoice! 
All:​ We live sustained by God's presence and love. 
One:​ Thanks be to God. 
All:​ As we mourn the wounds of God's children, 
One:​ God weeps with us. 
All:​ As we give thanks for brothers and sisters who have lived in faith, 
One:​ God gives thanks with us. 
All:​ As we struggle for justice, 
One:​ God struggles with us. 
All:​ As we strive for peace, 
One:​ God strives with us. 
All:​ As we work to build the beloved community, 
One:​ God works with us. 
All:​ As we offer our gifts to all, 
One:​ God blesses us. 
All:​ Sisters and brothers, rejoice! ​

Sustained by God's presence and love, we worship God. 

 

 



 

*OPENING HYMN​ “To Us All, to Every Nation” 
Red Chalice Hymnal #634, vv. 1, 3 

 
1   To us all, to every nation  

Comes the moment to decide, 
In the strife of truth with falsehood,  

For the good or evil side; 
Some great cause, God’s new endeavor,  

Offering each the bloom or blight, 
And the choice goes by forever  

‘Twixt that darkness and that light. 
 

3   Though the cause of evil prosper,  
Yet ’tis truth alone is strong, 

Truth forever on the scaffold,  
Wrong forever on the throne. 

Yet that scaffold sways the future,  
And, behind the dim unknown, 
God is standing in the shadow  

Keeping watch beside God’s own. 
 

Words: James Russell Lowell, 1845; adapt. W. Garrett Horder, alt. Music: Thomas J. Williams, 1890. 
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION​ Lynette Alcorn, Liturgist 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
O God, we as broken creatures have fallen short of all that has been 
required of us. 

Whereas you looked at your beloved creation and said “It is good,” 
we have at times looked at that same creation and rejected its beauty 
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and inherent goodness. 

We have looked at the color of one another’s skin and assigned 
beauty and worth based on its hue. 

We have ignored the cries of others as they seek justice from the 
oppressor and we told them to wait a little while longer.  

But today is a new day full of opportunities to try again and 
prayerfully move toward reconciliation and mutual respect. 

For “we are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a 
single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly.”  

Have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
be your beloved community. 

Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE                                                  Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE​ ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 

such as a greeting, handshake, etc. 
 

One:​ Peace be with you.  
All:​ And also with you. 

 
​ –– THE WORD –– 
 
OUTREACH COLLECTION        “Come, Celebrate, Come and Prepare” 
 

All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect offerings. 
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Words and Music: Tom Mitchell  ©2013 All rights reserved 

 
 
TIME FOR CHILDREN​              ​ Kyei Ko 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries 
 
CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG                 “This Little Light of Mine”  
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SCRIPTURE READING​ ​ ​ Matthew 4:12-23 
​ Lynette Alcorn, Liturgist 

 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 
Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the 
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  

"Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles the people who sat 
in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in 
the region and shadow of death light has dawned."  
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From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near."  

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who 
is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea for 
they were fishermen. And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will 
make you fish for people." Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him.  

As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the 
boat and their father, and followed him.  

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 
and every sickness among the people.  

One:​ May we be granted wisdom and courage for interpretation. 
All:​ Amen.  

 
SERMON                        “Holy Disrupter”                       Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE                                                           “We Shall Overcome” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #630, vv. 1, 2, 4, 6 
 

1.​ We shall overcome, we shall overcome, 
we shall overcome someday!  

Oh, deep in my heart I do believe 
we shall overcome someday! 

2.​ The Lord will see us through. 

4. We are not afraid (today). 
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6. We shall live in peace. 
 

Words: African American spiritual Music: African American spiritual; adapt. William Farley Smith, 1986 
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
–– PRAYER TIME –– 

PASTORAL PRAYER​        ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

As petitions conclude, each will end with: 

One:​ O Lord, 
All:​ hear our prayer.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father/Creator who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your 
kingdom/kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom/kin-dom, the 
power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
–– OFFERTORY –– 

 
INVITATION TO GIVING​ ​
​ ​  
OFFERTORY                                     ​ ​  
​ We invite you to partner with us in mission and ministries. 

Offering plates will be passed around the Sanctuary at this time.  
 

Alternatively, you may give online at uccaustin.org/give  
or scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites. 

 

It is through your generosity that this exceptional community  
of friendship, faith, and service is possible.  
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*DOXOLOGY​             “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
–– COMMUNION –– 

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE             Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION​ ​ ​                Janet Maykus, Pastor 
 
TABLE BLESSING​ ​ Sue Lucas, Deacon 
 
CALL TO THE TABLE​  ​     Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
All are now invited to come forward down the center aisle for communion. 

You may open your hands for a piece of bread from the common loaf. 

The deacons hold split chalices that have both RED wine and WHITE grape juice 
in them. Please use what is right for you.   

Alternatively, single-serve communion kits with gluten-free wafers and juice ​
are available in the tray that I will be holding, if that works best for you.  

Please return to your seats by the side aisles. 

A deacon will come around to serve any who remain seated.  

You may also use the time to light a candle of prayer.  

Come now, for the table is ready. 
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*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING            ​   Janet Maykus, Pastor 

 
–– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –– 

 
*SENDING HYMN                                 “Let Justice Flow like Streams” 

Black New Century Hymnal #588 
 

1   Let justice flow like streams​
of sparkling water, pure,​

enabling growth, refreshing life,​
abundant, cleansing, sure. 

2   Let righteousness roll on​
as others' cares we heed,​

an ever-flowing stream of faith​
translated into deed. 

3   So may God's plumb line, straight,​
define our measure true,​

and justice, right, and peace pervade​
this world our whole life through. 

 
Words: Jane Parker Huber, 1984 Music: St. Thomas S.M. Aaron Williams’ New Universal Psalmodist, 1770 

© 1995 New Century Hymnal 

 
*BENEDICTION/SENDING​ ​  Janet Maykus, Pastor 

One: ​ As our Sunday worship ends,  
ALL:​ Let our service begin! 

 
POSTLUDE​ ​ Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 

____________________________________________ 
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Welcoming a New Member  ​ ​ Red Chalice Hymnal #341 
 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ,  
we gladly welcome you into this community of faith,  
enfolding you with our love 
and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God's Spirit 
let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ's church may in all things stand faithful. 

 
____________________________________________ 
​  
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–– ANNOUNCEMENTS –– 
 
We have a new P. O. box!   

Please send all correspondence to: 

﻿United Christian Church 
P. O. Box 80588 
Austin, TX  78708 

 

We invite you to participate in supporting our Children’s and Youth’s 
Programs this spring! We need:  

●​ teachers and helpers in Sunday morning’s Godly Play activities for our 
children 

●​ nursery attendants during Sunday worship for children under 2 
●​ volunteers to assist our youth in their Sunday evening activities 
●​ dinners provided for the Sunday evening Youth Group gatherings  

Please sign up at the spreadsheet link in the Friday newsletter (note the 
individual tabs at the bottom to toggle between opportunities), or speak with 
Kyei Ko, director of children and youth ministries, if you have questions. 

 

*   *   *   *   *   *   * 
 
Sunday, January 18 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 
●​ After Worship: Deacon Training 
●​ After Worship: Birthday luncheon for Mitch Stevens 
●​ 5-7pm: Youth Group 

 

Tuesday, January 20 
●​ ﻿8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom link in Friday newsletter)  
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Wednesday, January 21 
●​ 9:30-11am: Wednesday Small Group meeting at the church building 

 
Friday, January 23 

●​ 7pm: Friday Game Night 
 
Sunday, January 25 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Safe Church Training (lunch will be provided; please let 

Kyei know if you wish to attend) 
●​ 5-7pm: Youth Group 

 
Tuesday, January 27 

●​ ﻿8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom link in Friday newsletter)  
●​ 6:30-8pm: Tuesday Small Group meeting at the Laurences’ home 

 
Thursday, January 29 

●​ 7-8pm: First Bell Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday February 1 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 
●​ 5-7pm: Youth Group 

 
 

United Christian Church of Austin website: UCCAustin.org 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 
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