
December 28, 2025​  ​ 10:00AM 
                                                                United Christian Church of Austin 

 

–– GATHERING –– 
 
PRELUDE​ ​   Mitch Stevens,  Accompanist 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                Meghan Hatcher 

(See pages 10-11 for printed announcements.)           
 
*OPENING HYMN​ “Joy to the World” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #143 
 

1   Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

2   Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

3   He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love.​
 

Words: Isaac Watts, 1719. Music: ANTIOCH, attr. George Frederick Handel, 1741; arr. Lowell Mason, 1748.  
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 

 



 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION​ John Schwartz, Liturgist 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
God of stars and angels, God of sheep and lambs, 
God of abundance and grace: 
You know us well, better than we know ourselves. 
You hear us cry “Gloria!” and “Praise!” 
And you watch us tear things apart with our words and deeds. 
You hear us say “Thy will be done” and “Use me, O God” 
And you watch us do nothing in response to cries for help. 
You know us, and you love us, and you forgive. 
Hear us now say, “Help us to change; turn us around, 
Make us more loving and courageous and hopeful.” 
This we pray in all your holy names.  Amen. 
 
Written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is Good.’ Used with permission. 

 
ASSURANCE OF GRACE                                                           Meghan Hatcher 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE​ ​      Meghan Hatcher 

 
The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 

such as a greeting, handshake, etc. 
 

One:​ Peace be with you.  
All:​ And also with you. 
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​ –– THE WORD –– 
 
OUTREACH COLLECTION​ ​ “Away in a Manger” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #147 
​                                                                      

All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect offerings. 
 

1   Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,​
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.​

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,​
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

2   The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,​
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.​

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,​
and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

3   Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay​
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.​

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,​
and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 

Words: Anonymous (19th century) Music: Attr: James R. Murray, 1887; harm. LBW, 1978 
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
TIME FOR CHILDREN​ ​ Kyei Ko 

Director of Children and Youth Ministries 
 
CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG                      “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

Red Chalice Hymnal #148 
 

1   O come, all ye faithful,​
joyful and triumphant,​

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;​
come and behold him,​

born the King of angels: 
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Refrain:​
O come, let us adore him,​
O come, let us adore him,​

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

2   Sing, choirs of angels,​
sing in exultation,​

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!​
Glory to God, all​

glory in the highest;  [Refrain] 

3   Child, for us sinners​
poor and in the manger,​

we would embrace thee, with love and awe;​
who would not love thee,​

loving us so dearly?  [Refrain] 

4   Yea, Lord, we greet thee,​
born for our salvation,​

Jesus, to thee be all glory given;​
Word of the Father,​

now in flesh appearing:  [Refrain] 
 

Words: John Francis Wade, 1743; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1841, and others  
Music: John Francis Wade, 1743; desc. David Willcocks, 1961 

© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 
 

CAROL                                           “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 
Black New Century Hymnal #131, vv. 1-2 

 
1   It came upon the midnight clear, ​

that glorious song of old, ​
from angels bending near the earth ​

to touch their harps of gold: ​
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"Peace on the earth, good will to all, ​
great news of joy we bring." ​

The world in solemn stillness lay, ​
to hear the angels sing.  

 
2   Still through the cloven skies they come ​

with peaceful wings unfurled, ​
and still their heavenly music floats ​

o'er all the weary world; ​
above its sad and lowly plains, ​
they bend on hovering wing, ​
and ever o'er its Babel sounds ​

the blessed angels sing. 
 

Words: Edmund H. Sears, 1849; alt. Music: Richard S. Willis, 1850 
© 1995 The New Century Hymnal 

 

CAROL                                                          “Jesus, Our Brother, Strong and Good”  
Black New Century Hymnal #138, vv. 1, 2, 6 

 
Jesus our brother, strong and good, was humbly born in a stable rude, 

and the friendly beasts around him stood, Jesus our brother, strong and 
good.  

 
“I,” said the donkey, shaggy and brown, “I carried your mother uphill and 

down, I carried your mother to Bethlehem town. I”, said the donkey 
shaggy and brown. 

 
Thus all the beasts, by some good spell, in the stable dark were glad to tell 

of the gifts they gave Emmanuel, the gifts they gave Emmanuel. 
 

Words: French carol (12th century) Music: French melody, early 13th century; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 
© 1995 The New Century Hymnal 
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CAROL                                                                                                                    “The First Nowell”  
Black New Century Hymnal #139, vv. 1-2 

 
1   The first Nowell, the angels did say, 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  
 

[Refrain] Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, 
born in a manger, Emmanuel.  

 
2  They looked above and saw a star 

shining in the east, beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light,  

and so it continued both day and night.  [Refrain] 
 

Words: Traditional English carol; alt.  
Music: Traditional English melody; harm. Christmas Carols New and Old, 1871 

© 1995 The New Century Hymnal 
 

 
–– PRAYER TIME –– 

PASTORAL PRAYER​        ​   Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

As petitions conclude, each will end with: 

One:​ O Lord, 
All:​ hear our prayer.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father/Creator who is in heaven, holy is your name. Your 
kingdom/kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our debts 
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as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For yours is the kingdom/kin-dom, the 
power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
–– OFFERTORY –– 

 
INVITATION TO GIVING​ ​
​ ​  
OFFERTORY                ​ ​  

​ We invite you to partner with us in mission and ministries. 
Offering plates will be passed around the Sanctuary at this time.  

 

Alternatively, you may give online at uccaustin.org/give  
or scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites. 

 

It is through your generosity that this exceptional community  
of friendship, faith, and service is possible.  

 
*DOXOLOGY​             “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: 

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Words: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.; Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
© 1995 Chalice Hymnal 

 
–– COMMUNION –– 

 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE          Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION​ ​ ​            Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 
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TABLE BLESSING​ ​ Sue Lucas, Deacon 
 
CALL TO THE TABLE​  ​     Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

 
All are now invited to come forward down the center aisle for communion. 

You may open your hands for a piece of bread from the common loaf. 
The deacons hold split chalices that have both RED wine and WHITE grape juice 

in them. Please use what is right for you.   
Alternatively, single-serve communion kits with gluten-free wafers and juice ​

are available in the tray that I will be holding, if that works best for you.  
Please return to your seats by the side aisles. 

A deacon will come around to serve any who remain seated.  
You may also use the time to light a candle of prayer.  

Come now, for the table is ready. 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC​ ​“See, Amid the Winter’s Snow” 
​ ​ Julie Stiles 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING            ​   Rev. Dr. Jenny Veninga 

 
–– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –– 

 
*SENDING HYMN                            “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

Black New Century Hymnal #144 
 

1   Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring;  
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!” 

Joyful all you saints arise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angel host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!” 
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2  Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time the Savior comes, offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see; hail the incarnate Deity, 
pleased on earth with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!” 
 

3  Hail the Bearer of God’s peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness, 
Light and life our Savior brings, risen with radiant, healing wings. 

Mildly laying glory by, born that we no more may die,  
Born to raise us all from earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!” 
 

Words: Charles Wesley, 1739; alt., Music: refrain from Felix Mendelssohn’s “Festgesang,” 1840 ​
Arr. William H. Cummings, 1855, © 1995 The New Century Hymnal 

 
*BENEDICTION/SENDING​ ​  Meghan Hatcher 

One: ​ As our Sunday worship ends,  
ALL:​ Let our service begin! 

 
POSTLUDE​ ​ Mitch Stevens, Accompanist 

​ ____________________________________________ 
 
Welcoming a New Member  ​ ​ Red Chalice Hymnal #341 
 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ,  
we gladly welcome you into this community of faith,  
enfolding you with our love 
and committing ourselves to your care. 
In the power of God's Spirit 
let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 
and strengthen one another to serve others, 
that Christ's church may in all things stand faithful. 

​ ____________________________________________ 
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​ –– ANNOUNCEMENTS –– 

 
We have a new P. O. box! 
Please send all correspondence to our new P. O. box: 

﻿United Christian Church 
P. O. Box 80588 
Austin, TX  78708 

 
*   *   *   *   *   *   * 

 
Sunday, December 28 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service: Christmas Carol Hymn-Sing (YouTube 
link in Friday newsletter) 

●​ No Youth Group (resumes January 11) 
 
Tuesday, December 30 

●​ ﻿8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom link in Friday newsletter) 

 
Thursday, January 1 - New Year’s Day 

Church Office Closed 
 
Sunday, January 4 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Adult Discussion Class 
●​ No Youth Group (resumes January 11) 

 
Tuesday, January 6 

●​ ﻿8am: Breakfast Fellowship at Jim's (183 & Spicewood Springs) 
●​ 1pm: Tuesday Book Group (Zoom link in Friday newsletter) 
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Wednesday, January 7 
●​ 9:30-11am: Wednesday Small Group meeting at the church building 

(beginning a new book: Life of the Beloved by Henri Nouwen) 
 
Friday, January 9 

●​ 9:30am: Not Ready for Prime Time Book Club (Zoom link in Friday 
newsletter) 

 
Sunday, January 11 

●​ 10am: Hybrid Worship Service (YouTube link in Friday newsletter) 
●​ After Worship: Community Discover Group meeting 
●​ 5-7pm: Youth Group resumes 

 

 
United Christian Church of Austin website: UCCAustin.org 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and YouTube. 
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