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10:00 AM

– GATHERING –
PRELUDE

Nicholas Jimenez, Pianist

WELCOME

Rev. Anna Kreisle

ANNOUNCEMENTS
*CANDLE LIGHTING
One:

All:
One:
All:
One:
All:

One:

Taylor, Brigid, and Addy Counts

Repeat these words in the days to come.
Mutter them trudging up every mountain,
over every hill and even into the lowest valley.
When you wake up
and when you lie down to rest again.
When you don’t know what time it is
and especially when you feel like it’s too late.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness cannot overcome it.
Let us start with one light
to remind us that hope is near.
Let this one candle ignite more hope,
enough that it extinguishes the darkness,
enough that we believe another world is possible.
Let it be the hope that we share with one another
from generation to generation.

Candle lighting liturgy by Elsa Cook. All rights reserved. Used by permission. www.cookingwithelsa.org

* Signiﬁes the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.
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All are invited to join in singing:
Candle Chorus

“The Wonder of Christmas”

Music: “The Wonder of Christmas” by Joel Raney © 2011 Hope Publishing Company. www.hopepublishing.com. The publisher grants
permission to reproduce this selection for congregational use. Text by Anna Kreisle. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.

TIME OF CONFESSION
Call to Confession

Letty Tomlinson, Lector

Prayer for Transformation
One:
All:
One:
All:
One:
All :
One:
All:
One:
All:

All

God of today and God of tomorrow,
you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Our lives are too messy.”
You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.”
You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.”
God of today and God of tomorrow,
we know in our hearts that there’s room for us here.
Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you.
Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best.
Help us remember, today and tomorrow,
There’s room for every story. Amen.

Written by Rev. Sarah Speed. Sanctiﬁedart.org. © 2021. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

All music printed and streamed by permission under ONELICENSE #A722068
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Assurance of Grace

Rev. Anna

*PASSING THE PEACE

Rev. Anna

The people are invited to share a sign of God’s peace with one another,
such as a greeting, handshake, etc.
One:
All:

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

– WORD –
MISSION COLLECTION

“Come, They Told Me” (The Little Drummer Boy)

All children are invited to come forward to take a blue basket to collect oﬀerings
for our Little Pantry and to Bethany Food Pantry. Spare bills and coins will be given
to our Social Justice Team projects.
Come, they told me, pa rum pum pum pum.
Our newborn King to see, pa rum pum pum pum.
Our ﬁnest gifts we bring, pa rum pum pum pum.
To lay before the King, pa rum pum pum pum,
rum pum pum pum, rum pum pum pum.
So to honor Him, pa rum pum pum pum,
When we come.
Little Baby...
I am a poor boy too...
I have no gift to bring...
That's ﬁt to give a King...
Shall I play for you...
On my drum?
Mary nodded...
The ox and lamb kept time...
I played my drum for Him...
I played my best for Him...
Then He smiled at me…
Me and my drum.
Authors: Katherine K. Davis, Henry Onorati, Harry Simeone. Copyright: © 1941 EMI Mills Music Inc./Delaware Music Corp, USA.
Worldwide print rights controlled by Warner Bros. Publications.

* Signiﬁes the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.
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TIME FOR CHILDREN

Emily Jamison Guerrero

After our Mission Collection, all children and the young at heart are invited
to sit on the ﬂoor in front of the chancel steps for the Time for Children.

CHILDREN’S SENDING SONG

The Little Drummer Boy (Instrumental)

Children are invited to the Children’s Wing for the remainder of worship
or may return to sit with their families.

SCRIPTURE READING

Matthew 1:1-17 (MSG)

The family tree of Jesus Christ,
David’s son, Abraham’s son:
Abraham had Isaac,
Isaac had Jacob,
Jacob had Judah and his brothers,
Judah had Perez and Zerah (the mother
was Tamar),
Perez had Hezron,
Hezron had Aram,
Aram had Amminadab,
Amminadab had Nahshon,
Nahshon had Salmon,
Salmon had Boaz (his mother was
Rahab),
Boaz had Obed (Ruth was the mother),
Obed had Jesse,
Jesse had David,
and David became king.
David had Solomon (Uriah’s wife was
the mother),
Solomon had Rehoboam,

Letty Tomlinson, Lector

Rehoboam had Abijah,
Abijah had Asa,
Asa had Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat had Joram,
Joram had Uzziah,
Uzziah had Jotham,
Jotham had Ahaz,
Ahaz had Hezekiah,
Hezekiah had Manasseh,
Manasseh had Amon,
Amon had Josiah,
Josiah had Jehoiachin and his brothers,
and then the people were taken into the
Babylonian exile.
When the Babylonian exile ended,
Jeconiah had Shealtiel,
Shealtiel had Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel had Abiud,
Abiud had Eliakim,
Eliakim had Azor,
Azor had Zadok,
Zadok had Achim,

All music printed and streamed by permission under ONELICENSE #A722068
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Achim had Eliud,
Eliud had Eleazar,
Eleazar had Matthan,
Matthan had Jacob,
Jacob had Joseph, Mary’s husband,
the Mary who gave birth to Jesus,
the Jesus who was called Christ.
There were fourteen generations from
Abraham to David,

CENTERING WORDS
SERMON

another fourteen from David to the
Babylonian exile,
and yet another fourteen from the
Babylonian exile to Christ.
One:
All:

“Room”

“There’s Room for Every Story”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

This is the Word of God
for all the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

by Rev. Sarah Speed
Rev. Anna Kreisle
All

We believe in a God
who promised to Abraham
who wrestled with Jacob,
who walked with Ruth,
who spoke with Moses,
who grieved with Bathsheba,
who danced with David,
who dreamed with Joseph,
and who hoped like Mary.
We believe in a God who has been
loving, inviting, transforming, and challenging us
from generation to generation.
And we believe that same God
is here with us now,
saying, “Come to me; there’s room for you here.”
Amen.

* Signiﬁes the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.
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*HYMN

“Through the Ages”

TUNE: MUELLER
(“Away in a Manger” NCH 124)

Oh, down through the ages and generations
From God in the garden to Jesus the son
Each story was woven, each one has a place
Within the great tapestry telling God’s grace.
And still through the ages our stories will ﬁnd
Belonging in God’s story of humankind.
From God in the garden to eternity,
We’re woven together as one tapestry.
Music: James R Murray. Public Domain.
Text: Anna Strickland © Anna Strickland, 2021. Commissioned by A Sanctiﬁed Art, LLC. Free for congregational use.

– PRAYERS –
PASTORAL PRAYER

Rev. Anna

The pastor and people may share their joys and concerns out loud with the congregation.
The pastor will end each petition with:
One:
All:

O God,
hear our prayer.

THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR
Our Creator who is in Heaven, holy is your name. Your Kin-dom come, your will
be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For yours is the Kin-dom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

All music printed and streamed by permission under ONELICENSE #A722068
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– HOLY COMMUNION –
INVITATION TO GIVING

Video

We invite you to partner with us in mission by going to www.uccaustin.org/give.
You may also scan the QR codes in the pew to be connected to giving websites.
Physical oﬀerings may be mailed or dropped in the wooden box at the rear of the sanctuary,
or in the brass oﬀering plates on either side of the communion table.
It is through your generosity
that this exceptional community of friendship, faith and service is possible.

INVITATION TO RECEIVING
Welcome
Sanctus

“The Wonder of Christmas”

Congregation:

Music: “The Wonder of Christmas” by Joel Raney © 2011 Hope Publishing Company. www.hopepublishing.com. The publisher grants
permission to reproduce this selection for congregational use. Text by Anna Kreisle. All Rights Reserved. Used by permission.
Onelicense #A722068

* Signiﬁes the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.
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Great Remembrance

Rev. Anna

Table Blessing

Carol Barrett, Deacon

Call to the Lord’s Supper

Rev. Anna

TIME OF COMMUNION

Matthew’s Begats, by Andrew Peterson
Mark Simoneau, musician

Christ invites everyone to his table, no matter who they are or where they are on life’s journey,
and so we invite everyone to share communion with us by processing down the center aisle,
beginning with the front pews.
You may open your palms to signify you would like a piece of the common loaf,
and you may dip it in the chalice of wine.
Alternatively, there are sealed communion kits on either end of the table with juice.
The kits in the center are also gluten free.
Please return by the side aisles, leaving any oﬀerings in the brass plates.
You may also use this time to light a candle of prayer at the back,
or to request a blessing or prayer from the minister near the sanctuary doors.

*DOXOLOGY

TUNE: VENI EMMANUEL, NCH #116

Praise God from whom all blessings ﬂow.
Praise God, all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host:
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
has come to thee, O Israel.
Text and Tune: Public Domain

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

All music printed and streamed by permission under ONELICENSE #A722068

Rev. Anna
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– WE GO OUT TO SERVE –
*SENDING HYMN

“People, Look East”

Tune: BESANÇON

People, look east. The time is near
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Guest, is on the way.
Angels announce with shouts of mirth
him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Lord, is on the way.
Text: Eleanor E. Farjeon, 1881-1965 Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates.

*BLESSING

Rev. Anna

SENDING
One:
All:

Now our worship has ended.
Let our service begin.

SENDING MUSIC

* Signiﬁes the people are invited to rise in body or Spirit.

Nicholas
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
All are invited to make Advent creations at our Advent Craft Workshop following our
service this morning. We will have supplies out in the Fellowship Hall for making unique
Advent wreaths, calendars, and more. All ages welcome!
In addition to the crafting in the Fellowship Hall, there is a table up where you can write
some meaningful letters this holiday season. We will be working on:
1. Loving Christmas cards to LGBTQIA+ people who are without support from a
parent or family this holiday season.
2. Letters to our legislators voicing our calls to action.
3. And Christmas cards to our homebound church members.
Please stop by the table in the Fellowship Hall now through December 11 to participate
in whatever way you are able.
For the next two weeks, our youth group will be selling poinsettias and gift cards as
fundraisers toward their 2023 Mission Trip.
● The poinsettias will decorate our Sanctuary on Sunday, December 11, and
afterwards be available to take home or deliver to homebound members.
● Gift cards are available from many mainstream stores and will be available to pick
on Sunday, December 18.
Order anytime at uccaustin.org/fundraisers or visit the table on Sunday mornings.
Next Sunday we will have our early service on the ﬁrst Sunday of the month. This will be a
special Advent edition of this worship time. The service begins at 8:30am; it takes place
outdoors when the weather allows, and moves indoors when needed. All are welcome.
Mark your calendars for December 18: our 10am service will feature the Children’s
Christmas Pageant and, following the service, we will have a dedication service for the new
Children’s Playground. Many have played a part in making this playground possible, and
we encourage everyone to attend.

All music printed and streamed by permission under ONELICENSE #A722068
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