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The GoodNewsLetter 

What Will We Reflect? 
“As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects 

the heart.” Proverbs 27:19 

As our Senior Pastor Search Committee begins 
to create our church profile it is time for us to 
ask ourselves what we will reflect? When a 
potential candidate reads our profile, goes 
online to view our web page, social media 
and, ultimately, comes for a visit… what will 

they see?  

This is a beautiful, wonderful, chaotic,  
fantastic place to do ministry and we want to 
be sure we put our best foot forward. There 
will be calls for volunteers to help us with  
gardening and with campus clean ups from 
our Property Committee, please join them. There will be invitations from Worship for us to consider 
becoming greeters… a very important task as that person is the first one someone meets when they 
come to our church for the very first time. Our Finance Committee will be asking for  
additional funding, respond it at all possible. Fellowship will need us to contribute as well as Social  
Justice, Christian Education, Communications and Personnel. We all need to find our place and  
contribute to ensure that the reflection we offer is not only beautiful, but truly an accurate picture of 

this amazing congregation. 

It will take all of us to make this happen. Send us your pictures, come plant flowers, volunteer to 
watch children while others work around campus, be present in worship and come to all other 
events… it matters! I know we can count on you and I know that each of you will continue to hold our 
Senior  

Pastor Search Committee in your daily prayers. Blessings to you this February, Pastor Laura  

(Recent photo of mine at Mills Pond near Wells Branch) 

Join Pastor Laura at Crop Walk 

CROP Hunger Walk – What are you doing on Sunday, March 1st? Would you like a way 

to visit with friends, make new friends, enjoy the outdoors, get exercise AND help change 

the world? Come walk with me (Pastor Laura) in the CROP Hunger Walk to raise funds to 

fight hunger in our community and around the world. We’ll start and end at Camp Mabry.  

Registration starts at 2PM and the Walk starts at 2:30PM. For more information see page 

me (Pastor Laura). You can donate here (www.crophungerwalk.org/austintx/revlaura) and 

support me and those in need as I 

walk. 

Or register to raise funds and walk 

too! See page 12 for more details. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/austintx/revlaura


News from the Church Council Page 2 

2020 Committee Chairs 
 

Christian Education:  David Heckler 

Communications:   Lynette Alcorn 

Deacons:  Logan & Kelley DeCleene 

Elders:  Kimberlee Flores 

Fellowship:  John Schwartz 

Personnel Milena Thompson 

Property:  Tim Collins 

Social Justice: Leslie Guerrero Collins 

Stewardship & Finance: Mark Simoneau 

Worship:  Jan Austin-Scott 

Chair:  Andrea Larson 

Vice Chair: Milena Thompson 

Secretary:  Katherine Griffin-Erickson 

Financial Secretary:  Brian Ricter 

Treasurer:  Rebecca Molis 

Clerk/Historian:  Carol Barrett 

2020 Officers 

Governing Body Contact Information 

Council chair…………….councilchair@uccaustin.org 

Vice chair/personnel.…...…personnel@uccaustin.org 

Secretary..……………...….secretary@uccaustin.org 

Financial secretary..……..financialsec@uccaustin.org 

Treasurer……………….….treasurer@uccaustin.org 

Clerk/historian..………...…...….clerk@uccaustin.org 

Social justice……...……..……..justice@uccaustin.org 

Stewardship/Finance..…..…...finance@uccaustin.org 
________________________________________________________________ 

If you get no response, email nikki@uccaustin.org 

Worship…….……..….………...worship@uccaustin.org 

Deacons……………..………....deacons@uccaustin.org 

Christian Education………….christianed@uccaustin.org 

Elders…………….…………..…..elders@uccaustin.org 

Fellowship…………………...fellowship@uccaustin.org 

Communications………...communications@uccaustin.org 

Property………………………property@uccaustin.org 

Council Meeting Highlights & Other News 

Staff   Tuesdays at 9:45 AM 
Personnel  Tuesday, February 4 @ 6 PM 
   *still determining regular meeting time  
Elders   2nd Tuesdays at 7:15 PM 
Worship  3rd Tuesdays at 6:15 PM 
Church Council  3rd Tuesdays at 7:00 PM 
Christian Education 1st Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 

Finance   2nd Wednesdays at 6:15 PM 

Leadership and Committee Meetings 

• Approved three 2020 deacons: Charlie Jamison, 

Melissa Selden and Katherine Griffin-Erickson. 

• Ad-hoc committee to review church organizational 
structure is being formed. They will be doing analysis 
of how churches similar to ours are organized. Target 

completion is February. 

• Reviewed Financials. Ended 2019 with a $8,000  
deficit (even though approved 2019 projected $30K 
deficit). Our 2020 budget is 83% funded but we 
need to consider additional revenue sources (pledges, 
building use, etc.) and possible expense deduction to 

target a balanced budget in 2020.  

• Council wants to form an ad-hoc committee to look for 

additional revenue streams.  

Council meetings are open. Next Council Meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 18th at 7 pm.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

PLANNING MEETING  

Wednesday, February 5th 

6:30 pm. 

mailto:councilchair@uccaustin.org
mailto:personnel@uccaustin.org
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mailto:financialsec@uccaustin.org
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Dear Friends, 
 
First, the Senior Pastor Search Committee 
appreciates your thoughts and prayers for 
the thoughtful progress on the selec-
tion process for our next pastor. Your written 
and spoken prayers, words of  
encouragement, and enthusiasm around this 
process have been helpful and life giving.  
  

Secondly, we have had some wonderful 
feedback to our December survey, follow-up 
Pastoral Questions, and the eight Discussion 
Group. We had around 85 responses and 
the discussion groups are giving us both a 
great feel about what we are and our  
priorities as a congregation. With the  
completion of our survey and discussion groups, we are beginning to turn our focus to the church profile, which 
will reflect our priorities, church makeup, and core values.  
  

If you were unable to attend one of our discussions, you still have a bit of time to provide feedback.  
Suggested feedback: 
  

• What does being a progressive church mean to you? Do we want to be more than a pro-
gressive church? What would that mean? 

• Our website currently says we are a “new fangled, old fashioned church”. What does that 
mean to you? 

• What does it mean to you that UCC is a congregational church? What are our responsibil-
ities as members of a congregational church? 

• What are our current biggest challenges? How do you think they should be addressed? 
• What were the strengths and challenges with our former pastors? What have we learned 

from these experiences and relationships? 
• What lessons have we learned from our other pastoral transitions and how do we prepare 

for a successful transition this time?  
• What activities/programs from the past do you miss? Which ones would you bring back? 

What new ones do we need to add? 
  

You can email us at srpastorsearchcommittee@uccaustin.org or drop a physical copy off in the box located in 
the Fellowship Hall. These are some of the conversation starters which will be used curing the January  
Discussion Groups. 
  

Finally, thanks to the leadership of Bryan Thornhill, the work to remove the trailer is underway and will lead to 
a more appropriate storage space. Tim Collins is preparing an outdoor work day for us all to do winter  
cleanup and if you can participate, we can start to prepare for some of the changes that are in the works.  
  

Thank you for your continued patience and support and we will provide an update soon to what we have 
learned and what will emphasize in the profile. 
  

Many Blessings, 
Mike Crane 
Sr. Pastor Search Committee Chair 

mailto:srpastorsearchcommittee@uccaustin.org
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Sermons in February 
February 2 Rev. Dr. Laura Barnes  “Planting and Harvesting”   Matthew 13:1-9  

      Parable of the Sower 

February 9 Rev. Dr. Laura Barnes  “What Seeds Will Grow”   Matthew 13:31-33 

      Parable of the Mustard Seed 
 

February 16 Rev. Dr. Laura Barnes  “Keep Looking”   Matthew 13:44-48 

      Parable of the Lost Pearl and others 
 

February 23 Pastor Carl Schwartz-King “To Love Neighbor is to Love God ” Luke 10:25-37 

      Parable of the Good Samaritan   

Parable Faith Formation Details 

Feb 2nd: Leslie Guerrero Collins and I (Pastor Laura) 
will share about the seeds we sow through Social  

Justice (Parable of the Sower).  

Feb 9th: I will share the Godly Play story of the Mus-
tard Seed and we will wonder together about what 

might grow among us.  

Feb 16th: A discussion about what we might have lost 
and need to find together, through the lens of the Lost 

Pearl.  

Feb 23rd: Pastor Carl and I will talk with you about 

the Good Samaritan.  

Please make plans to attend and to add your voice to 

our discussions.              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 Sharing the Parable of the Mustard Seed on a retreat (June 2018)  

February Children’s Collection 

In February, our Children’s Collection is will birthday party supplies for Round Rock Area  

Serving Center. Examples: streamers, candles, cake mix, frosting, party bags, invitations.  

Contact: David Heckler, Christian Education. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH — ROOMS 1- 4 AND 6 

Age-appropriate classes for children and youth  

offered by loving and trained staff and volunteers.  

ADULT CLASS — PARABLES — ROOM 10 

In Adult Faith Formation this month we will be focusing on the parables of Jesus.  

Faith Formation 

FOR ALL AGES 

Sundays 10 am 

mailto:christianed@uccaustin.org
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SUNDAY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Before Church Set Up Open up the church and help set Sanctuary, Fellowship Hall & Kitchen for the morning. 
After Church Clean Up Clean kitchen and tidy Fellowship Hall after Sunday services. 

Flowers Furnish flowers for one Sunday. 
Greeters Greet people as they enter and orient guest.  

Liturgist Read liturgy and scripture during service. 
Sound Room Operate sound room during service (training offered). 
 

See Worship Participant Spreadsheet to sign up. 

Do you like to serve others?  

Here's your chance to help everyone who enters our church doors on  
Sunday mornings and help the pastors lead worship  

all in one handy-dandy role!  
 

The deacons of UCC assist on Sunday mornings in many helpful and worshipful ways, and 
we are currently recruiting more deacons for the 11:00 a.m. service. Deacons greet, take 
up the offering, assist with communion, pray at the table, make sure the Sanctuary is pre-
pared for worship, and more. If voicing the prayer is something you'd rather not do, we 
are happy to assign that task to another deacon on the Sunday you serve. Please come 

learn more about this important role at the Deacon Training on Sunday, February 2 at 10:00 a.m. 
Contact: Kelley & Logan DeCleene, Deacon Chairs 

A
c

o
ly

te
 S

c
h

e
d

u
le

 Date Service Acolyte 

02/03/2020 9:00 AM Sam Flores 

 11:00 AM Rachel Simoneau 

02/09/2020 9:00 AM  

 11:00 AM Parker Gregg 

02/16/2020 9:00 AM Jude Humble 

 11:00 AM Clementine Tomlinson 

02/23/2020 9:00 AM Norah Heckler 

 11:00 AM Rachel Simoneau 

A SPECIAL INVITATION FOR GUESTS  

Have you been attending worship with us at United Christian Church for a 

while now and been wondering what we're all about?  

What it means to be a member of a church, particularly of this church?  

And how does someone become a member anyway?  
 

To answer these and any other questions about the church, join us on Sunday, 

February 9 @ 12:15 pm. Rev. Nikki will be leading one of our regular UCC 

101 Informational Classes.  
 

This is simply a way for you to get to know more about the church and for us 

to get to know you better. We will serve light lunch and childcare available upon request. RSVP at Nikki@UCCAustin.org. 

Welcome Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, February 23rd for anyone who wants to join! Class not required to join. 

Property Outside Workday 
Sunday, February 9th after the 11 am service till 3 pm, we will be 
gathering our resources and spending some time with some much-
needed gardening and pruning.  

• Bring any gloves, gardening, and pruning tools. 

• Bring/wear clothes that you do not mind getting dirty. 

• Water and some snacks will be made available. 

 
Please contact Timothy Collins at property@uccaustin.org to sign 
up or for more information. Thank you for your time with this. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1hQMv5UXp5K67cygTiIhoydJwCJDlNYJLu8eYiKXhWcw/edit#gid=93412699
mailto:deacons@uccaustin.org
mailto:Nikki@UCCAustin.org
mailto:property@uccaustin.org
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Ash Wednesday  

February 26 

Soup Dinner at 6:00 PM 

Service at 7:00 PM 

Drive By Ashes at 12 noon 

Lenten Devotional Choir starts 

Wednesday, Feb. 19th and runs 

through Easter Sunday, April 12!  

We'll be rehearsing from 7-8:30 PM 

Wednesdays and 10:15-10:45 AM 

Sundays. We will be focusing our 

Wednesday Lenten devotions as a 

choir on hymns and the stories behind 

them (Parents with children with school 

night bedtimes may be excused for 

this last portion of rehearsal!)  

Easter Sunday Choir: If you'd like to 

join the choir just for Easter Sunday, 

we'll be learning a Hallelujah Chorus 

and other Easter Music the 4 Sundays 

leading up to Easter at 10 AM in the 

Sanctuary. Save the Date! 

Palm Sunday Processional - April 5th (9 & 11 am) 

Easter Egg Hunt - April 5th (12 pm) 

Easter Sunday - April 12th (9 & 11 am) 
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Embracing Jesus – Lent 2020 

Beginning Feb 26th with Ash Wednesday, and all through the six Sundays of Lent, we will 

be a bit uncomfortable. The image of Jesus on the cross can be frightening, mysterious 

and tender. It may even feel as if we are lingering too long on the suffering of Jesus. 

Those 40 days of Lent will bring us closer to the beaten, bruised, and betrayed Christ on 

the cross. I believe that is an appropriate experience in the Lenten season. Just because 

there was intense pain and sacrifice, we don’t get to turn our heads. As we always do, 

however, we will move through the seven last words of Jesus and arrive at Easter Sunday 

together. There will be a bright and bold word, a word of new beginnings and of new 

hope. By the time we reach the glory of the resurrection, it is my prayer that these pre-

cious words from a crucified Christ will be written on our hearts – so we never forget the 

abandonment, the thirst, the fear, the fatigue, and the 

loneliness that our Savior experienced. From that 

place, it will be possible for us to embrace resurrected 

hope that can grow and flourish. So, on Ash  

Wednesday, we will begin our journey together into 

the seven last words of Jesus from the cross. May 

those seven sayings of our savior change our hearts 

this Lenten season, and help carry us through the  

upcoming time of transition, exploring possibilities 

and hope that are ahead for us all. 
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United Church of Christ's 

National Youth Event 2020 

Congratulations to our high school 

youth, who worked hard this past 

fall to come up with a proposal for 

a workshop at NYE 2020.  

Last month we learned that their 

proposal was accepted and they 

will be presenting FOUR TIMES!  

Now, let the work (and fundraising) 

begin! 

ELECTION BAKE SALE!  

Youth will be holding a bake sale during the primaries on March 3rd. Look for sign up towards the end of  

February to bring baked or purchased goods that we can sell to all the hungry people coming to vote.  
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Social Justice 2020: Immigration Focus 

Mark your calendars: The UCC Witness mission to Brownsville is set for Saturday, April 25 - 

Monday, April 27th. A great team is forming up now, please join us! E-mail me at  

justice@uccaustin.org to join the mission. 

Saturday: Travel to Brownsville, check in by 6 pm at the latest. Early travelers can add an  

optional afternoon activity. 

Sunday AM: Help with breakfast, and teach children at “Escuelita de la Banqueta”  

(The School on the Sidewalk) in Matamoros. 

Sunday PM/Monday AM (all of these options are with guidance from well established programs 

in the area):  

Option 1: Peaceful Protest at Xeriscape Park in Brownsville. 

Option 2: Guided Tent Court Witness in Brownsville 

Option 3: Guided Witness walk through the Tent Camp in Matamoros. 

Let's get started! Please reach out if you are interested in going on this trip or if want to be on 

our mission control team to help from Austin.  

 

Other immigration specific projects are in the pipeline including: 

• Supporting a GoFund Me effort for legal expenses for a  

Congolese husband whose wife and child are a part of our  

congregation.  

• Hosting an educational informational session about important 

issues around immigration. 

• Supporting and learning from our youth attending their mission trip through Reach Beyond 

Mission who will also be learning about and supporting immigration efforts in Austin, San 

Antonio and at the border.  

  

mailto:justice@uccaustin.org


A Welcome Shower for Nolen Matsumura  

is planned for: 

Sunday, Feb. 23rd 

After 11:00 Worship 

 

We are so blessed that parents Rebecca and Yosuke 

along with Big Sister Elena have brought Baby Nolen to 

church recently on several occasions. We are planning an official “welcome 

shower.” We will serve cake during the coffee hour and then adjourn into 

the Sunday School wing for more friendship time. 

 

They are registered for baby gifts at: https://www.babylist.com/Little-bro 

 

A basket with a blue ribbon and tag will be in the fellowship hall by the 

doors so you can drop off a gift or card at your convenience.  

Call Carol Barrett or email her if you would like to help. 

Save the Date! 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, May 5 

Worship Service at 9:00 AM 

Congregational Meeting at 10:00 AM 

Confirmation Celebration 

Youth  Page 10 Page 10 Page 10 Fellowship 

https://www.babylist.com/Little-bro


Monthly Activities 

Not So Ready for Prime Time Book Club 
Friday, February 14th at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall 
Book: The Summer Book by Tova Jansson  
Contact: Tammy Isenberg 
 
Monthly Lunch Bunch 
Friday, February 14th at 11:15 AM @ Pok-e-Jo’s (Parmer)
Contact: Kenneth Dalley 
Everyone is invited. RSVP: Kenneth Dalley 
 
Evening Book Club 
Wednesday, February 26th at 6:30 PM in Room 6 
Book: Educated, a Memoir by Tara Westover  
Contact: Cherie Hinch 
 
Adult Game Night 
Friday, February 28th at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall  
Contact: Evelyn Case 
 

 

If you have a February birthday or  

anniversary and don’t see it listed, contact 

Rev. Nikki at uccadmin@uccaustin.org.  

Let us know what the date is so we can put 

it in our database. 
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Ongoing Weekly Activities 

Tuesday Breakfast Fellowship  
 Tuesdays, 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM 
 Location: Jim’s (Spicewood Springs Rd. & 183) 
 Contact: Kenneth Dalley 

 

Spearheads Alcoholics Anonymous 
 A men’s small group  
 Tuesdays, 7:00 PM in Room 6 
 

Saturday Evening FED  
 Saturdays, 6:00 PM at Stahls’ 
  Contact: Rev. Nikki Stahl 
 

Youth(ful) Parent Group  
 Parents of youth group members 
 Sundays, 5:30 PM when youth meet 
 Contact: Andrea Larson 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Gracie Sadler 

2 Ernie Crum 

2 Kay Dalley 

2 Jude Humble 

2 Ann Sommer 

2 Meghan Trout 

3 Stacy Hackenberg 

3 Will Jones 

4 Mary Grace Neville 

5 Cindy Whipple 

7 James Story 

8 David Spitz 

10 Tom Hackenberg 

12 Kristen Posey 

13 Ben Lacy 

14 JoAnne Thornton 

15 Noah Holifield 

16 Catherine Hackenberg 

16 Aileen Marion 

16 Maya Selden 

17 Walter Case 

18 Lily Nickell 

19 Harrison Hiner 

20 Marilyn Cooper 

20 Brigid Counts 

20 Robert Slack 

20 Milena Thompson 

23 Karin Bergthold 

23 Olivia Griffin-Erickson 

25 Jane Jaminson 

26 Trica Mills 

 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

14 Chita & Lisa Garcia 

20 
Chris McCubbin &  
Lynette Alcorn 

mailto:disenberg9@hotmail.com?subject=Morning%20Book%20Group
mailto:kennethdalley@sbcglobal.net?subject=UCC%20Lunch%20Bunch
mailto:bfocat@yahoo.com?subject=Evening%20Book%20Group
mailto:wcase@austin.rr.com
mailto:uccadmin@uccaustin.org
mailto:kennethdalley@sbcglobal.net?subject=UCC%20Lunch%20Bunch
mailto:nikki@uccaustin.org?subject=Saturday%20FED%20Group
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mailto:andrea.larson@gmail.com?subject=Youth(ful)%20Moms
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Austin CROP Hunger Walk  
www.austincrophungerwalk.org  

March 1, 2020  

2:00 pm Registration  

2:30 pm Grand Step Off  

Camp Mabry (2200 West 35th Street)  
ID required at gate for all adults  

 

How to Register: 

1. Register and Raise Funds Online www.crophungerwalk.org/austintx.  

2. Register to Walk and Raise Funds by calling (512)755-3124 to get your contribution  

envelope to collect cash and check donations from your sponsors. Walk on your own or be part of a team 
 

Ways to Participate: 

• Raise $100 online at least 4 weeks before the Walk and receive an exclusive CROP Hunger Walk scarf. 

• Walk the 2.4 mile route. Enjoy a scenic loop through the woods, by a lake. 

• Support a Walker with a generous donation 

• Use the online CROP Hunger Walker option to enhance your fundraising 

• Unable to walk? Be a Spirit Walker – raise funds in the spirit of making a difference. 

• Volunteer to help on Walk Day. 

• Recruit walkers, promote the Walk in your congregation, organization or business. 

• Buy a t-shirt or cap 

• Enjoy Walk day fun activities – agency tables, tattoos, blow bubbles and more! 
 

New for 2020! Tiny Tails Petting Zoo for Children of All Ages Austin Ukulele Society entertainment  
 

Money raised by CROP Hunger Walkers is used to provide food, medical care, disaster relief, and 

self-help development throughout the world.  
 

How Funds Are Used Locally:  

25% of the money raised in our CROP Hunger Walk is distributed to Austin area hunger-alleviating agencies.  

The Walk Committee designates recipients based on information from the city-wide Basic Needs Coalition and 

in consultation with service providers. Our 2020 recipients are:  

Central Texas Food Bank (15%)  

Micah 6 (2%)  

Urban Roots (2%)  

Casa Marianella (2%)  

iACT for Refugees (2%)  

Hope Food Pantry (1%)  

Mt. Olive Baptist Church Food Pantry (1%) 

http://www.austincrophungerwalk.org
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Bethany Food Pantry Sign Up Information 

Four volunteers are needed each time to help distribute food at Bethany Faith Food Pantry on  

Wednesday, February 5th   Tuesday, February 25th  

     10:00 am - 12:00 pm (noon)         6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

The sign up sheet is in the Mission Corner of the Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions, please contact our 

Food Pantry Co-Coordinators Sula Howell (sula.driftwood@gmail.com or 512-369-3841). 

Bethany Food Pantry 
There's a fancy new sign-up sheet for serving at Bethany Faith Food Pantry. Please visit the counter just inside 
Fellowship Hall to sign up to volunteer. 
 

Bethany Faith Food Pantry works under the umbrella of the Central Texas Food Bank. The day before the  
Pantry is open, a Bethany Church member goes to the Food Bank and picks up the food they have available. 
Usually there are fresh fruit and vegetables, frozen meat, breads, and desserts. The canned goods and  
non-perishables have been donated by sister Disciples of Christ (Christian Church) churches, including United 
Christian Church. 
 

Formerly, Faith Food Pantry was limited to serving clients who live in the nearby zip code areas. Now the  
Pantry is able to serve clients living anywhere in Austin. At least one asylum-seeking family is a client. 
 

Here are some statistics for the Pantry's service in 2019: 
 

730 households served 
2,410 people 

114 new families 
120 turkeys provided 

 
There IS lots to do at Bethany Faith Food Pantry. Please sign up to be a helper to hungry folks. 

Bethany Christian Church Fundraiser 

Our sister church Hyde Park Christian Church are putting on a fundraiser for 
another sister church in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Bethany  
Christian Church, who serves countless Austinites through its food pantry.  
Many of our members volunteer at this food pantry and it now really needs 
our help. Hyde Park CC is asking singers from other DOC churches to  
participate in a fundraiser concert of Robert Ray's Gospel Mass. Rehearsals 

are Tuesdays at 7pm at Hyde Park CC and the concert is on April 4th.  

Even if you can't join the choir, please mark the April 4th concert on your  

calendar so we can all go and support Bethany CC. 

 

mailto:sula.driftwood@gmail.com
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Denominational Contact Information 

Bluebonnet Area (BBA): http://www.bluebonnetarea.org/ Click for The Chalice Newsletter 
Christian Church of the Southwest (CCSW): http://ccsw.org/ Click to sign up for Email News 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) National Church (the DOC): https://disciples.org/ 
Disciple Oaks Camp & Retreat: http://www.discipleoaksretreat.net/ 

CCSW DW Leadership Conference February 28-29, 2020 @ FCC Amarillo 

BBA & CPA Men’s Retreat  February 28-29, 2020 @ Disciple Oaks Retreat Center 

CYF Spring Rally   March 6-8, 2020 @ Disciple Oaks Retreat Center 

Bluebonnet Area Assembly  May 2, 2020 @ FCC in Kerrville 

Summer Camp Dates Already Posted on Disciple Oaks website 

Save 
the 

Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP: Three Disciples pastors combine their experience and learning to report 
good news from the Spiritual-But-Not-Religious frontier: there is life for your church out here!  
Evangelism is the practice of turning the church inside out for the sake of people who are not here 
yet. It’s not easy, but it’s the most rewarding work we've been given. Revs. Katie Hays, Kentry  
Ellison, and Chad Mattingly have got stories to tell that will rev you up — rev your church up! -- for 

evangelism in this brave new world. Come and see!  

Live presentation will be at Cypress Creek Christian Church, Spring, TX at 10 am!  

CCSW Disciples Women’s Ministry  
Leadership Conference 
February 28-29, 2020 

Are you a Coordinator, Consultant, President or Key 
Woman leader? Thinking about starting a women's 
group? Then “Take the Leap into Leadership” with us 
- after all it is leap year! This conference provides 
you with tools and resources to create moving  
fellowship, worship and service opportunities in your 
community.  
LOCATION: First Christian Church Amarillo  

Information on these and other Regional Events can be found at: www.ccsw.org/regional-events 

http://www.bluebonnetarea.org/
http://www.bluebonnetarea.org/the-chalice-newsletter/?view=mobile
http://ccsw.org/
http://ccsw.org/ccsw-updates/
https://disciples.org/
http://www.discipleoaksretreat.net/
https://www.discipleoaksretreat.net/camps-other-events
https://www.ccsw.org/regional-events
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Heart of Texas Association News 

Bethany Congregational UCC in San Antonio has called Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Moncrief to serve 

as their minister. Pastor Jacque will be relocating from the Washington, DC area. She begins her 

ministry there on April 1st. We rejoice with Bethany at the beginning of this new era in their  

ministry and look forward to welcoming Pastor Jacque into the HoT Association. 

 

Bethany is also saying farewell to their interim minister of the past three years, Rev. Tom  

Robison. Tom, who has been “on loan” to us from the Lutherans, has served Bethany with grace 

and wisdom. He has helped the church through its long search process and has been a key part of the welcome and  

partnership Bethany has had with the pastors of our new church start, Rev. Billie Watts and Pastor Kerry Kirtley, as they 

have come into the UCC and started Touchstone Community Church. Tom has been a friend to me personally, and I am 

grateful for his ministry at Bethany. 

 

Our Heart of Texas Committee on Ministry (COM), at its January meeting, welcomed Brett Hart as a Member in  

Discernment. Brett, a member of St. Peter’s Church of Coupland, has served as a pastor for many years. After being the 

pastor of several Assembly of God congregations, he served for a number of years at Hope Chapel in Austin and as the 

senior pastor of Doxology Church, a church plant associated with Hope Chapel. In addition, Brett has significant  

experience teaching, starting schools and an education-related business, and in spiritual direction. Currently, he and his 

wife, Kay, have started the Serene Disciple Project (with videos available on YouTube) at their home at Egret Isle Farm 

near Coupland. As a child, he was part of a Congregational Church, and he has now come “full circle” in finding a home in 

the UCC. Brett brings a deep and varied Christian ministry experience, and we welcome him to the UCC. 

 

The COM also welcomed Dr. Gus Lott as a Member in Discernment. Gus is currently a Master of Divinity student at Austin 

Presbyterian Theological Seminary. He is a member and a student minister at Trinity Church of Austin. Gus has a  

background in neuroscience and robotics, having earned his PhD in biophysics. He comes to us with a creative, seeking faith 

as he continues on his path in the synthesis of science and theology. 

 

Finally, our prayers are with Rev. Jacqueline Lamensky as she recovers from a recent car wreck. Her car was totaled, but, it 

appears her injuries are not major. Several members of her congregation, Evangelical Church of Lyons, came right away to 

help her. I am grateful for the care her church has shown her, and hope that she will fully recover very soon.  

 

Blessings in Christ, Rev. Liz Nash, Heart of Texas Association Minister  

Clergy Retreat        February 5-6, 2020 @ Slumber Falls 
Work Camp       February 7-9, 2020 @ Slumber Falls 
HoT Executive Board Meeting     February 8, 2020 @ JW's Steakhouse (Carmine)

Summer Camp Dates Already Posted on Slumber Falls website. 
National Youth Event      July 22-25, 2020 @ Purdue University 

Save 
the 

Dates 

Heart of Texas Association (HoT): http://hotaucc.org/ 
South Central Conference (SCC): https://sccucc.org/ *can sign up for e-newsletter 
United Church of Christ (UCC): http://www.ucc.org/ 
Slumber Falls Camp: https://slumberfalls.org/ 

Denominational Contact Information 

https://slumberfalls.org/rentals/calendar/
http://hotaucc.org/
https://sccucc.org/
http://www.ucc.org/
https://slumberfalls.org/
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Austin, TX 78727 
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The GoodNewsLetter 
A monthly publication of the United Christian Church of Austin 

Open & Affirming Statement  

(adopted June 10, 2007, amended February 12, 2012) 

We, the congregation of The United Christian Church, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation, em-

bracing diversity and affirming the dignity and worth of every person created in God's image. We welcome into full mem-

bership and participation in the Body of Christ persons of every race, ethnic background, age, gender, gender expres-

sion/identity, sexual orientation, physical or mental ability, social-economic background, marital status and faith back-

ground. We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities and 

blessings of participation in our congregation. 

If you are buying from 

Buy through us and help raise 
funds for the youth  

mission trip. 
Start your shopping trip on 

UCC’s website, 
www.uccaustin.org. Click on 

the Amazon link on the  
Support the Work page. 

Amazon Tip: Groceries are now 

available through Amazon.com. If 

you shop through the link on our 

website www.uccaustin.org, it will 

benefit the Youth. A portion of 

your purchase will go towards the 

UCC Youth Mission Trip fund. 


