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“What new birth do you see in our church right now?” was a question we wrestled with throughout Advent. As we enter this brand-new year, (and decade), it
is the perfect time to encourage new ideas and reimagine our collective vision.
The Senior Pastor Search Committee is hard at work creating our new church
profile. There is a brand-new group of leaders serving on your Church Council.
We come together as a worshipping community to imagine new things for our
church, our spiritual journeys and our life together as a congregation.
Everything is new, new, new. The creation of a new thing will require participation from every one of us. Like the magi that bring their gifts to the Baby Jesus,
we, too, must bring our gifts. Whether it is the gift of wisdom, or healing, or
patience, or a good sense of humor - it is up to us the discern how we can best
serve God through the use of our gifts.
“You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it.” (1 Cor 12:27)
The church needs every one of us to engage for us to sustain our healthy, growing community of believers. We need visionaries, for sure, but also teachers,
cooks, administrators, prayer warriors, caregivers and everything in between.
Sign up for your January session with the search committee, come to worship,
attend faith formation and consider
volunteering with
one of the many local agencies we
support. The need
for your gifts could
not be greater.
May each of us embrace the wisdom
of the Magi, celebrate the journey
and come bearing
our gifts as we arrive together and
begin the true work
of Christmas.
Epiphany blessings,
Pastor Laura

News from the Church Council
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2020 Officers
Chair:
Andrea Larson
Vice Chair:
Milena Thompson
Secretary: Katherine Griffin-Erickson
Financial Secretary:
Brian Ricter
Treasurer:
Rebecca Molis
Clerk/Historian:
Carol Barrett

Council Meeting Highlights & Other News
•

Voted & approved Tim Collins as Property Chair.

•

Voted & approved , per bylaws, the 2020 signators.
Voted & approved to allow Tony Hunt to remain as
signator in 2020 only as it relates to the oversight of
Rev. Stahl’s final corrective pension fund payments.
Approve fundraising efforts for outdoor sanctuary
cleanup to take advantage of a corporate matching
offering for this project. Plans will be worked out with
Property Chair and presented at next council meeting.
Stewardship update: We have 81 pledges covering
83% of our 2020 budget
Leadership Retreat: Saturday, January 11th from
1:30pm - 4:30pm

•

2020 Committee Chairs
Christian Education: David Heckler
Communications:
Lynette Alcorn
Deacons: Logan & Kelley DeCleene
Elders:
Kimberlee Flores
Fellowship:
John Schwartz
Personnel
Milena Thompson
Property:
Tim Collins
Social Justice:Leslie Guerrero Collins
Stewardship & Finance: Mark Simoneau
Worship:
Jan Austin-Scott

•

•
•

Council meetings are open. Next Council Meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday, January 21st at 7 pm.

Leadership and Committee Meetings
Personnel
1st Sunday at 8:00 AM
Christian Education
1st Sundays at 12:15 PM
Staff
Tuesdays at 9:30 AM
Finance
2nd Wednesdays at 6:15 PM
Worship
2nd Wednesdays at 6:15 PM)
Elders
2nd Wednesdays at 6:45 PM
Church Council
3rd Tuesdays at 7:00 PM
*Watch communications/church calendar as these may change due to changes in leadership starting in Jan

Governing Body Contact Information
Council chair…………….councilchair@uccaustin.org
Vice chair/personnel.…...…personnel@uccaustin.org
Secretary..……………...….secretary@uccaustin.org
Financial secretary..……..financialsec@uccaustin.org
Treasurer……………….….treasurer@uccaustin.org
Clerk/historian..………...…...….clerk@uccaustin.org
Social justice……...……..……..justice@uccaustin.org
Stewardship/Finance..…..…...finance@uccaustin.org
________________________________________________________________

If you get no response, email nikki@uccaustin.org

Worship…….……..….………...worship@uccaustin.org
Deacons……………..………....deacons@uccaustin.org
Christian Education………….christianed@uccaustin.org
Elders…………….…………..…..elders@uccaustin.org
Fellowship…………………...fellowship@uccaustin.org
Communications………...communications@uccaustin.org
Property………………………property@uccaustin.org

Sr. Pastor Search Committee
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Greetings UCC Community,
During the month of January, the Search Committee would like to invite the congregation to
participate in conversations to talk about the past, the present, and the future of our
church. Your input will guide the Committee as we build our church profile that will be shared
with potential candidates for our new Senior Pastor. There will be two one-hour conversation
times scheduled each Sunday, one during the 10 a.m. Faith Formation hour and one after the
11:00 a.m. worship service. All meetings will be in the Fellowship Hall. Sign-ups are available
for these times on January 5, 12, 19, and 26. Signups can be accessed through our website at
www.uccaustin.org/pastoral-search-committee.html
We would like to offer the following questions as "conversation starters." While we know not
all these questions can be discussed in an hour long session, we are asking that you think about
them all and see which ones feel most important to you. Our time together in January will give
us the opportunity to hear what you are thinking.
•

What does being a progressive church mean to you? Do we want to be more than a progressive church? What would that mean?

•

Our website currently says we are a “new fangled, old fashioned church”. What does that
mean to you?

•

What does it mean to you that UCC is a congregational church? What are our responsibilities as members of a congregational church?

•

What are our current biggest challenges? How do you think they should be addressed?

•

What were the strengths and challenges with our former pastors? What have we learned
from these experiences and relationships?

•

What lessons have we learned from our other pastoral transitions and how do we prepare
for a successful transition this time?

•

What activities/programs from the past do you miss? Which ones would you bring back?
What new ones do we need to add?

We would also invite you to answer any or all of these questions in writing and share them
with us in that way. You can email us at srpastorsearchcommittee@uccaustin.org or drop a
physical copy off in the box located in the Fellowship Hall.

We are looking forward to hearing from you and hope you will join us for time together in
January.
The Senior Pastor Search Committee
Mike Crane
Miguel Flores
Cherie Hinch
Clark Thompson
Bryan Thornhill
Lydia Verosky

Kate Ricter
Letty Tomlinson
Chase Larson
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Sermons in January
January 5

Rev. Nikki Stahl

“Follow the Star”

Matthew 2:1-12

January 12

Rev. Dr. Laura Barnes

“Just Get in the Water”

Matthew 3:13-17

January 19

Rev. Dr. Laura Barnes

“The One Who Sent Me”

John 1:29-42

January 26

Rene Slataper

”Fishing

Isaiah 9:1-4;
Matthew 4:12-23

for Miracles of Hope”

“Just Get into the Water”
Join us Sunday, Jan 12th, at either service for a special drama based on
Godly Play’s the Story of Creation. Offered during Vacation Bible School, this
drama invites us to experience the familiar story with the imagination and
wonder of a child.

Rene Slataper
Seminary Student - Transgender Advocate
He/Him/His

“Fishing for Miracles of Hope”
Rene is a transgender seminary student who resides in Austin, TX. As a member of the United Church of Christ and an
open and affirming congregation, Rene has been blessed
with support to begin his ministry working with churches to
define what open and affirming means for their
transgender neighbors. Rene has been a volunteer mentor
for transgender youth for over 3 years and has over 500
hours of service with LGBTQ youth in Central Texas. He facilitates a transgender and non-binary weekly meditation
group and recently became part of the National LGBTQ
Task Force’s Transgender Seminarian Leadership Cohort. He
enjoys playing guitar, camping with his dog, and Dr. Pepper.

Sundays at UCC
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SUNDAY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
After Church Clean Up Clean kitchen and tidy Fellowship Hall after Sunday services.
Flowers Furnish flowers for one Sunday.
Greeters Greet people as they enter and orient guest. Young or old, long-time member
or new member, anyone and everyone can help welcome others. Here is Juliet helping her
dad, Logan, during one of our early services.
Liturgist Read liturgy and scripture during service.
Sound Room Operate sound room during service (training offered).
See Worship Participant Spreadsheet to sign up.

Thank you for your generous Christmas Eve offerings. We collected $451.25 for C.O.P.S.
Kids Camp, an annual summer camp designed for kids and families of officers killed in
the line of duty. Information about this non-profit can be found at https://
www.concernsofpolicesurvivors.org/kidscamp
INTERGENERATIONAL PICK UP
DRUM CIRCLE FOR EPIPHANY
Ages 2 - 102 are invited to join us in the sanctuary
at 10 AM for Intergenerational pickup drum circle
when we will learn a few very simple beats
on drums and percussion instruments to play in 11
AM worship. No experience with music or drumming
necessary!
Epiphany Choir rehearsals start Wednesday, January 8th at 7:15. *Childcare provided.

January Acolyte Schedule
Date

Service

Acolyte

01/05/2020

9:00 AM

Sam Flores

11:00 AM

Clementine Tomlinson

9:00 AM

Mikaela Fuller

11:00 AM

Rachel Simoneau

9:00 AM

Jude Humble

11:00 AM

Parker Gregg

9:00 AM

Nora Heckler

11:00 AM

Clementine Tomlinson

01/12/2020

01/19/2020
01/26/2020

Calling all 2020 Deacons! Save the Date
There is a meeting scheduled for Sunday, February 2nd at 10 am. Please plan on attending!
Contact: Kelley & Logan DeCleene, Deacon Chairs

January Children’s Collection
December’s Children’s Collection is socks and gloves for our homeless
neighbors and other neighbors in need!!
Contact: David Heckler, Christian Education.

Adult Faith Formation
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION COMING IN JANUARY!
As we approach 2020 and a new round of elections, Many people are facing
a broad spectrum of emotions: anxiety, fear, avoidance, exhaustion...the list
could go on and on. We invite you to join us during Faith Formation time in
the month of January to study and discuss the book I Think You're Wrong
(But I'm Listening) A Guide to Grace-Filled Political Conversations by Sarah
Stewart Holland and Beth Silvers. Holland and Silvers host the bi-partisan
podcast, Pantsuit Politics, and have crafted a way to share their perspectives
and learn from each other when discussing politics in a respectful manner.
Here is a synopsis of I Think You're Wrong (But I'm Listening):
More than ever, politics seems driven by conflict and anger. People sitting together in pews
every Sunday have started to feel like strangers, loved ones at the dinner table like enemies.
Toxic political dialogue, hate-filled rants on social media, and agenda-driven news stories
have become the new norm. It’s exhausting, and it’s too much.
In I Think You’re Wrong (But I’m Listening), two working moms from opposite ends of the
political spectrum contend that there is a better way. They believe that we can
• choose to respect the dignity of every person,
• choose to recognize that issues are nuanced and can’t be reduced to political talking
points,
• choose to listen in order to understand,
• choose gentleness and patience.
Sarah from the left and Beth from the right invite those looking for something better than the
status quo to pull up a chair and listen to the principles, insights, and practical tools they
have learned hosting their fast-growing podcast Pantsuit Politics. As impossible as it might
seem, people from opposing political perspectives truly can have calm, grace-filled conver
sations with one another—by putting relationship before policy and understanding before
argument.

Your UCC Elders would like to present this opportunity to come together to learn from the
authors and each other. We will be meeting each Sunday during the month of January during
the 10:00 AM Faith Formation time in Room 10.
If you're ready to jump in and get started we'll be covering Chapters 1 and 2 during the first session
on January 5.
Please contact Nikki Stahl at nikki@uccaustin.org if you need assistance in purchasing a
book.
We hope you can join us. Bring a friend!

Closed Facebook Page
We have a closed Facebook group for only members/participants of our congregation. Information posted to
our official FB page is posted here, along with other “internal only” information like prayer requests, etc. We
invite you to post and be in community with one another, but we ask that you keep posts church related or stuff
you want your community to know about you (i.e., no memes, jokes, “click here if you love your mom” sorts of
stuff). Thank you for helping keep this channel of communication relevant and relational. You can request to be
added to the group by click here: or contact Rev. Nikki Stahl, nikki@uccaustin.org.

Be the Church
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Time to Remove Advent/Christmas Decorations
As we move forward into the new year following Epiphany Sunday, it is time to put away the
Advent/Christmas decorations. Please come on Saturday, Jan 11th at 9 am to help remove and
store these for next year. Many hands of all sizes and abilities needed and welcome!

Building Use Task Force
As part of our efforts to increase the revenues generated from our building,
we would like to create a Building Use sub-committee to the Finance committee. The primary function of this group would be to help find opportunities for
our building to be rented by outside parties, generating additional revenue
from our biggest asset. We need someone who would be interested in talking to Mother's Day
Out groups, neighborhood associations around the church, etc to let them know we have a
great building that is available to rent for their needs. If this sounds like something you
would be interested in, please contact Rebecca Molis at RunningReba@gmail.com.

Social Justice Mission Planning Meeting
2020 promises to be another fruitful year for social justice activism at UCC and we need everyone’s input to design our mission plans for the rest of the year. “Go Bring Support” remains
our motto and we will continue to organize our goals so that missions are accessible for everyone in ways large and small. Jan-March are entirely dedicated to organizing a mission trip
to the Mexican border and while we have amazing ideas for the rest 2020, it’s important that
our social justice missions amplify causes that are most meaningful to our entire UCC family. PLEASE JOIN US for a strategy meeting on Sunday, Jan 12 at 12:30 in the sanctuary to
share your wisdom and vision not only for the border mission trip, but for all aspects of the
UCC social justice projects for the upcoming year. Questions? Reach out to me, Leslie Guerrero Collins, at Justice@uccaustin.org.

Bethany Food Pantry Workers Needed
Four volunteers are needed each time to help distribute food at Bethany Faith Food Pantry on
Wednesday, January 8th
10:00 am - 12:00 pm (noon)

Tuesday, January 28th
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

The sign up sheet is in the Mission Corner of the Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions, please contact our
Food Pantry Co-Coordinators Sula Howell (sula.driftwood@gmail.com or 512-369-3841) or Cherie Hinch
(bfocat@yahoo.com or 512-331-5640).
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December
in Pictures
Youth

Fellowship
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

3
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
16
18
18
18
19
20
23
28
28
31

Allyne Dallas
Cindy Hill-Cloyd
Teri Lanford
Lily Wood
Rod Barrera
Monica Ayensu-Coker
Devon Quinn
Agnes Wilkinson
Logan DeCleene
Ella Selden
Joy Baker
Samuel Flores
Laura Oberts
IAN SADLER
EMMALEE STAHL
TAYLOR COUNTS
THAD COKER
VICKI MCCUDDEN
ESPERANZA FOWLER LUNA
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES

11 Nell & Bill Rust
12 Linda & Darrell Laurence
16 Cindy & Penny Hill-Cloyd

If you have a January birthday or anniversary and don’t see it listed, contact Rev.
Nikki at uccadmin@uccaustin.org and let us
know what the date is so we can put it in
our database.

Page 9

Ongoing Weekly Activities
Tuesday Breakfast Fellowship
Tuesdays, 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM
Location: Jim’s (Spicewood Springs Rd. & 183)
Contact: Kenneth Dalley
Spearheads Alcoholics Anonymous
A men’s small group
Tuesdays, 7:00 PM in Room 6
Saturday Evening FED
Saturdays, 6:00 PM at Stahls’
Contact: Rev. Nikki Stahl
Youth(ful) Parent Group
Parents of youth group members
Sundays, 5:30 PM when youth meet
Contact: Andrea Larson

Monthly Activities
Not So Ready for Prime Time Book Club
Friday, January 10th at 9:30 AM in Fellowship Hall
Book: Educated by Tara Westover
Contact: Tammy Isenberg
Monthly Lunch Bunch
Friday, January 10th at 11:15 AM @ El Mercado (Burnet)
Contact: Kenneth Dalley
Everyone is invited. RSVP: Kenneth Dalley
Evening Book Club
Wednesday, January 22nd at 6:30 PM in Room 6
Book: Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver
Contact: Cherie Hinch

Adult Game Night
Friday, January 31st at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall
Contact: Evelyn Case
If you are considering joining Game Night, come the first time and be
our guest. After that, you can bring a game to share and/or bring
some food to share. The first time, you should come and just BE..... BE
social. BE comfortable. BE relaxed. BE happy. BE loved. BE fed. BE entertained. BE rejuvenated.

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Denominational News
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Information on these
and other Regional Events
can be found at:
www.ccsw.org/regional-events

Keynoter: Rev. Jayme Harvey, Sr. Minister, Casa View Christian
Church, recipient of the first INNOVA award from Disciples
Church Extension Fund.
Additional workshops: Womanist Church, Investing in a Digital
Age, Evangelism, Elder training, Pastoral Care in a Digital Age,
Legal and Ethical Issues, and more.
Location: First Christian Church
1800 W. Hunt St. McKinney, TX 75069
Time & Date: 8:30am - 3:00pm / January 25th, 2020
Cost: $20

CCSW Disciples Women’s Ministry
Leadership Conference
February 28-29, 2020
Are you a Coordinator, Consultant, President or Key
Woman leader? Thinking about starting a women's
group? Then “Take the Leap into Leadership” with us
- after all it is leap year! This conference provides
you with tools and resources to create moving fellowship, worship and service opportunities in your
community
LOCATION: First Christian Church Amarillo TX
3001 Wolflin Ave., Amarillo, TX 7910

Denominational Contact Information
Bluebonnet Area (BBA): http://www.bluebonnetarea.org/ Click for The Chalice Newsletter
Christian Church of the Southwest (CCSW): http://ccsw.org/ Click to sign up for Email News
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) National Church (the DOC): https://disciples.org/
Disciple Oaks Camp & Retreat: http://www.discipleoaksretreat.net/

Save
the
Dates

Chi Rho
January 17-19, 2020 @ Disciple Oaks Retreat Center
CYF Spring Rally
March 6-8, 2020 @ Disciple Oaks Retreat Center
Bluebonnet Area Assembly
May 2, 2020 @ FCC in Kerrville
Summer Camp Dates Already Posted on Disciple Oaks website
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Heart of Texas Association News
I share with joy the ordination of Will Nelson on Sunday, December 22nd
at Church of the Savior in Cedar Park. Will has been called to be the
pastor of Union Congregational Church, UCC in Three Lakes, Wisconsin.
We send Will off with our blessings and prayers for a fruitful ministry
among the people of Union Congregational and Three Lakes.

At our Fall Meeting, we voted to give travel scholarships to all UCC youth
and adult chaperones from this Association who go to the National Youth
Event by voting to distribute $8750 in money for this purpose from our Association budget. We
anticipate that those scholarships will be about $125 per person based on past numbers.
The National Youth Event (NYE), held every four years, is the largest gathering in the UCC, often bringing together 4000 people. We now partner with the Christian Church/Disciples of
Christ in this event. I have been several times, and I know that it is a moving faith experience
that those who go will never forget. The speakers are always outstanding, the worship is uplifting, the opportunities to meet UCC and DOC youth from all over the country are unparalleled,
the choice of workshops is varied and plentiful, and the opportunities for service add to the experience This year’s NYE will be at Purdue University in Lafayette, Indiana, July 22-25. It is for
youth who have completed 6th through 12th grades. The registration fee (which includes dorm
lodging, meals during NYE, and event registration) is $375. A registration link is coming soon,
but normally the registration deadline is in the late spring. The link for NYE is here: http://
www.uccpages.org/nye2020/, and you can find videos of highlights from the past two NYEs
Here: https://www.ucc.org/youth/nye/media-gallery and https://www.ucc.org/
believe_calls_nye_youth_to_action I hope many of our youth will be able to join in this great,
faith-building event.

We rejoice with Weimar UCC in the calling of their new pastor, Rev. Juvenal Cervantes. Rev.
Cervantes will be moving to Weimar from Greeley, Colorado next June in order to allow family
to finish the school year. He will be preaching at Weimar twice in the coming months. Our
brothers in Christ, Gerry Metzger and Karl Tewold, have been providing pulpit supply to support Weimar in this time of waiting. We look forward to welcoming Juvenal Cervantes to this
Association.
Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister

Denominational Contact Information
Heart of Texas Association (HoT): http://hotaucc.org/
South Central Conference (SCC): https://sccucc.org/ *can sign up for e-newsletter
United Church of Christ (UCC): http://www.ucc.org/
Slumber Falls Camp: https://slumberfalls.org/

Save
the
Dates

Mid-Winter Youth Retreat (9th - 12th)
January 24-26, 2020 @ Slumber Falls
Confirmation Camp
January 24-26, 2020 @ Slumber Falls
Clergy Retreat
February 5-6, 2020 @ Slumber Falls
Work Camp
February 7-9, 2020 @ Slumber Falls
Summer Camp Dates Already Posted on Slumber Falls website.

The GoodNewsLetter
3500 W. Parmer Lane
Austin, TX 78727

A monthly publication of the United Christian Church of Austin

Phone: 512-218-8110
Email: church@uccaustin.org

If you are buying from
Amazon Tip: Groceries are now
available through Amazon.com. If

Buy through us and help raise
funds for the youth
mission trip.
Start your shopping trip on
UCC’s website,
www.uccaustin.org. Click on
the Amazon link on the
website front page.

you shop through the link on our
website www.uccaustin.org, it will
benefit the Youth. A portion of
your purchase will go towards the
UCC Youth Mission Trip fund.

Open & Affirming Statement
(adopted June 10, 2007, amended February 12, 2012)
We, the congregation of The United Christian Church, declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation, em
bracing diversity and affirming the dignity and worth of every person created in God's image. We welcome into full mem
bership and participation in the Body of Christ persons of every race, ethnic background, age, gender, gender expres
sion/identity, sexual orientation, physical or mental ability, social-economic background, marital status and faith back
ground. We welcome all to share in the life, leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities and
blessings of participation in our congregation.

